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Zoning Regulations

Alachua County, Florida

ZONING RESOLUTION
ALACHUA COUNTY , FLORIDA

WHEREAS, By Act of the Legislature of the State of Florida as provided in Chapter 24371,
Special Acts of 1947, as amend~d by Chapter 2887.2, Special Acts of 1953, otherV{ise referred to as the Alachua County Zoning Law, being an Act Empowering the Boord of County Commissioners of Alachua Cou11ty to Regulate and Restrict Within Territory in Said County Not Included in any Municipality, the Height, Nwmbe~ of S~ories and size of Buildings
and Other Structures on Land and Water, the Percentage of Lot that May be Occupied, the
Size of Yards, Courts anJ Other Open Spaces, the Density of the Population, the Use of
Land for Junk Yards and Aut omobile Trailer Camps, Location and Use of Building Structures and Land for Trade, Industry, Residence or Other Specific Uses of the Premises, and
to Establish Setback Building Line~; Providing for the Division of Such County Into Districts
and Within Such Districts to Regulate and Restrict the Erection and Construction, Alteration,
Repair or Use of Buildings; Providing for a N1ethod of Procedure; Providing for the Appointment of a Zoning Commission and a Board of Adjustment; Providing for Remedies and Penalties for the Violati0n of this Act or Any Order or Resolution Made Under Authority Conferred
Hereby and Conferring Upon the Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County the Power
to Prescribe and Enforce Regulations to Effectuate the Purpose of this Act; and
WHEREAS, the Alachua County Board of County Commissioners has had prepared certain
studies including Population, The Economy, Present Land Use and Transportation, upon
which a Land Use Plan has been based and prepared, such Land Use Plan and supporting
studies establishing a Comprehensive Plan for the basis of the establishment of several
Zoning Districts and regulations applicable thereto as contained in this Resolution; and
WHEREAS, the Alae hua County Board of County Commissioners has prepar€d these comprehensive Zoning Regulations in accordance with a Comprehensive Plan, and public hearings
have been held as required by law;
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resoived by the Alachua County Board of County Commissioners
that the following Regulations be adopted as the Zoning Regulations of Alachua County, Florida, together with accompanying Zoning Map or Maps as officially designated by the Alachua
County Board of County Commissioners to be adopted herewith as part of this Resolution and
to be known as the Zonin~ Map cf Alachua County, Florida, said Zoning Regulations and
Zoning Map being applicable to those areas zoned by the Alachua County Board of County
Commissioners.

Alachua County, Florida

Zoning Regulations

ARTICLE
SHORT 1 !TLE

(

This Resolution shall be known as the 11 Zof1ing Regulations for Alachua County, Florida" ,
The Map herein referred t-o is identified by the title, 11 Zoning Map of Alachua County,
Florida 11 , and all explanatory matter thereon is hereby adopted and made a part of this
Resolution.

ARTICLE

!!

PURPOSE
These Regulations are made in accorda!'1ce with a Comprehensive Plan and designed to
lessen congestion in the highways; to secur e safety from fire, panic and other dangers;
to promote health and general welfare; to provide adequate light and air; to prevent
the overcrowding of land and water; to avoid undue concentration of population; to
facilitate the adequate provision of transport·ation , water, sewerage, schools, parks and
other public requirements . Such regulations are made with a reasonable consideration,
among other things, to the character of the district and its peculiar suitability for particular uses, and with a view of conserving the value of buildings and encouraging the most
appropriate use of land and water throughout Alachua County, Florida.

Zoning Regulations

Alachua County, Florida

ARTICLE

Ill

DEFINITION OF WORDS

(

For the purpose of the administ~ation and enforcement of this Resolution, and unless
otherwise stated in this Resolution, the following words shall have a meaning as indicated herein.
Words used in the present tense shall include the future tense; words used in the singular
number shall include the plural number, and words used in the plural number shall include the singular number; the wo rd 11 shall 11 is mandatory, not directory .
ACCOMMODATIONSo Any hotel, motel, tou r ist court, rooming house or rental unit
intended to be used for transient persons or tourists for overnight lodging or longer. Arty
business containing one (1) or more rental units for transients or tourists shall be deemed
an accommodation facility.
NON-ACCOMMODATiONS shall be any activity other than one which may
be classified as an accommodat ions activity.
ADVERTISING SIGNSo A surface or support upon which advertising matter is set in
public view, and including every sign, billboard, ground sign, wall sign, roof sign,
illuminated sign, projected sign, marquee sign, awning sign, street clocks or thermometers, and shall include any announcement , declaration, demonstration, display, illustration, or insignia used to advertise or promote the interest of any person, when such sign
is placed out of doors.
ALACHUA COUNTY ZONING LAW . The Alochua County Zoning Law shall mean and
include Chapter 24371, Special Acts of the State of Florida of 1947, as amended by Chapter 28872, Special Acts of the State of Florida of 1953.
ALLEY. Any public or private right-of-way set aside for public travel less than thirty
(30) feet in width.
ALTERATION. Any change in t he arrangement of a building; any work affecting the
structural parts of a building or any change in the wiring, plumbing, heating or cooling systems; and includes the words 11 to alter 11 and 11 alter 11 "
APARTMENT. A building use or intended to be used for living purposes having two (2)
or more living units.
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AUTOMOTIVE SALES AND SERV ' CES. lhe sale o r storage of new and used automobiles, service stations 1 paint a r.d body 1epa ir :)hops . automotive repai r garages "' and including the sales ond se;-vic ing of orry c.H.. Jtomot ive component .
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENl.
The Boord of Adjustment shall mean the Board of Adjusf·ment as provided for in t·his Resolu d on being the same as provided for in Section 7 of
the Alachua County Zoning Lo'vlf . a tta c hed he reto and made a part thereof by refe rence ,
BUl LD IN G. Any struc t ure con:itructed o r used for ~es idence v business, industry, or other
public or private pu rposes or av.:essory thereto and including t ents f lun c h wagons , dining
cars, trailers 1 mobile home~ , sheds _. ga roges f c: o r-po rts , animal kennels , storerooms , billboards, signs f gasoline pumps and similar str uctu re s 1 whether sta t ionary o r movable .
PRINCIPAL BUILDING. A building in whi c h is conducted the principal ·use of
the lot on which it is s ttuated . ~ n a residence dist r ict any dwelling shall be
deemed to be the prin c ipal building on the lot which the same is situated . An
a ttached carport, shed , ga rage or any othe r structure with one (1) or more walls
o r a pa rt of one 1: wa l l being a part of the principal building and structu rally
dependant, totally or in par t , on t he pr incipal building, shall compr ise apart
of the principal building and be subject to all regulat ions applicable to the
principal building . A detached and st ructurally independantgarage, ca rport,
or other structu re conforming a s an accesso ry bui Iding may be attached to the
principal building by an open breezeway not to exceed six (6) feet in width .
A connecting breezeway in excess of si.x'. (6) feet in width and/ o r enclosed on
one o r both sides, including louvers , lattice or screening 1 shall cause the entire st ructure to be construed as t he principal building and shall be subject to
the regulations applic9ble to the pr incipal building .
ACCESSORY BUILDING. A subo rdinate building , the use of which is incidental to that of the pr incipal building on the same lot.
BUILDING AREA. That area within and bounded by the building lines established by
required yards and setbacks .
BUILDING HEIGHT. The height of a building wi t h a gabled or hip roof shall be the
vertical distance measu red from the average eleva t ion of t he finished building site to
th_e top of the roof of the uppermos t sto ry. The height of a building w ith a flat or nearly flat roof shall be measu red from t he footing as stated above to the highest point of
the roof (but not the parapet o r coping shall be used) . A flat roof shall be considered
a roof that has a slope of less than seven (7) degrees with t he horizontal .
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BUILDING REQUIREMENTS.
Lot and building requirements, as contained in the Lot
and Building Regulations set fo rth in this Resolution do not imply reference to t hebuilding requirements as set fo rth in any Building Code for Alachua County 1 Flori da r ow in
effect or which may hereaft·er be adopted ,

(

BUSINESS SERVICESo Any commercial activity pr imarily conduc t ed in an .Jt i e , no t
involving the sale of goods or commodi t·ies available in that office, an -1 no
is p; nsing
personal services , but including su c h businesses as insu rance agencies , - it l o ::~ ·d :J strac t
companies, stock brokers, counselo rs 1 consultants , accountants 1 col le e ' i r· t ~ = -i es.l'
income tax services, t ra vel agencies r adve rt ising agencies, laborato r ie ~· :l :\~ ./ o rt 1
music, dancing and photogr·aphy , business or stenog raphic schools a d c.
1i a r
fice type use.
CHURCH. A ny building used for non-profi t pu rposes by any duly consti t uted and legally established sect pr imaril y intended to be used as a place of worship and including customary accesso ry uses o
CLUB, PRIVATE. An association of persons fo r some common purpose, but not including
groups organized pr ima r ily to render a ser vice which is customarily ca rried on as a bus iness. This definition shall include the te rm "lodge" and shall apply to all social organizations not opera t ed for p rofit other than fo r thei r own purposes ,
COCKTAIL LOUNGE. The t e rm "cocktail lounge" shall include the terms "bar" ,
" tavern", and similar uses in which alcoholic beverages are sold for consumption on
the premises and in which no dancing is permitted .
COMPOUND USES.
parcel of land .

Compound uses consist of more than one (1) major use on a single

COUNTY. The te rm " c ounty '' shall refer to Alachua County, a legally constituted
subdivision o f the Sta t e o f Flor ida .
COUNTY ENG INEER. The term "County Engineer '' shall mean the person duly appointed as Coun ty Engineer by f he Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County ,
Florida .
COUNTY COMM ISS ION . The te rm "County Commission" shall mean the Boa rd of
County Comm iss ione rs, of Alachua County ,
COVERAGE. That perc entage of t·he plot a rea c overed or occupied by buildings or
roofed portions of struc t ures .
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(

DAY NURSERY. A day nu rsery is defined as a residence or building in which one (1)
or more children under seventeen yea rs of age are received, for full time or part time
care, or training, and fo r w hom boa rd may o r may not be provided, and that for such
care or custody, remunerat ion shall be paid by t he parents or legal guardians of the
children, and shall include t he t erms 11 kinderga rten 11 , ''nursery schools 11 , and ''schools
for child care 11 , A da y nu rsery shall be subject to the provisions of this Resolution
regulating private schools .
DWELLING. A house , apar t ment, or building, including dormHories, fraternities and
sororities, used pri ma r il y fo r huma n habitat ion . The wo rd 11 dwelling 11 shall not include hotels, motels, tou rist cou rts , or other buildings for transients.
SINGLE FAM I LY DWELLING .,

A building containing only a single l i ving unit,

TWO FAMILY DWELLING .

A building in which two (2) living units
exist .

THREE FAMILY DWELLING.

A building i n which three (3) living units
exist .

MULTIPLE FAM i LY DWELLING .

A building in which four (4) or more living units exist. Multiple family units srall
be the same as Apartments as defined 1n
this Art i c I e.

EAVES. The ext ension or overhang of a roof, measu red f rom the outer face of the supporting wa l l or colum n to t he fa rthest point of the overhanging structure.
FAMILY.
One (1) or mo re persons occupying a living unit as a single non-profit
housekeeping un it.
FRONTAGE. The dist ance or w idth of a parcel of land abutting a publ ic right-of-way,
and as rre asu red upon such r ight-of-way.
GARAGE. A building or st ructure designed to be used fo r the storage and/or repai r of
automotive veh i c I es .
PRIVATE GARAGE. A building for the private use of the owner or occupant
of a pr incipal building situated on the same lot of the principal building fo r
the storage of moto r vehicles with no facilities for mechanical service or repai r of a comme rcial or public nature.
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COMMUNITY GARAGE. A structure, or series of structures under one (1)
roof, and under one ~1) ownership_, for the storage of vehicles by three (3)
or more owners or occupants of property in the vicinity, where said structure
has no public shop or mechanical services in connection therewith .
PUBLIC GARAGE. A building designed and used for the storage of automotive vehicles operated as a business enterprise with a service charge or fee
being paid to the owner or operator for the parking or storing of privately
owned vehicles ,
REPAIR GARAGEo A building designed and used for the storage, care, repair,
or refinishing of motor vehicles including both minor and major mechanical
overhauling, paint and body work .
GROUP HOUSINGo
Two t)) or more dwellings constituted as seperate buildings on a
single lot or parcel of land having common yards, open spaces, and other facilities.
HOME OCCUPATION.
Any· vocation, trade, or profession
ling by the occupar.t thereof ,

carried on within a dwel-

HOTEL.
A building designed to provide accommodations for transients or persons for
short time residence, with or without meals, providing for ten (10) or more sleeping
rooms with no provisions for cooking in such rooms, and including customary accessory
uses in connection with the principal use.
INDUSTRY.
Any activity involving the manufacturing or treatment of any commodity
including the assembly, packaging, canning, bottling, or processing of any item. To
change any commodity in composition, form, size, shape, texture, or appearance is
deemed to be an industrial process <
JUNK.
The term 11 junk'' shall include junk yards, and shall be identified by automotive vehicles including trucks and tractors being inoperative and unlicensed, and
including any parts thereof, used building material or equipment of any kind, being
abandoned or unuseable, and shall include all miscel laneous items of any type material
or substance which appears to be in astate of scrap or waste material.
LIVING AREA. That area of a dwelling unit, enclosed, which is protected from the
elements and heated , including interior halls, closets, utility and storage areas, but
excluding garages, carports, screened porches, unenclosed and unheated areas.
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LIVING UNIT. A room or rooms comprising the essential elements of a single housekeeping unit, Facilities for the preparation, storage, and keeping of food for consumption within the premises shall cause a unit to be construed as a living unit. Bath facilities may not be private for the living unit , but shall be conveniently accessible to the
living unit. Refe rence to the wo(d ''unit" means living unit as herein defined.

(

LOT. A piece, parcel! tract or plot of land occupied or to be occupied by one (1)
principal building and its accessory buildings and including the required yards andshall
include all lots of record included in such piece , parcel, tract, or plot of land, and all
lots otherwise designated
o

LOT OF RECORD. A lot whose existence, location and dimensions have been
legally recorded o( registered in a deed 01 on a plat! either prior to the effective date of this Resolution, or afte r the effective date of this Resolution ,
LOT SUBSTANDARD. Ar-y lot of less than five thousand (5,000) square feet
in area or less than fifty (50) feet in width at the front building line, in all districts except business districts ,
7

LOT , CORNER. Any lot situated at t he intersection of two (2) streets and
abutting such st reets on two '))adjacent sides .
LOT f INTERIOR.

Any lot bounded on both sides by other lots.

LOT LINE. The property line , abutting the right-of-way line, or any line defining
the exact location and boundary of the lot or property .
MARQUEES AND CANOPIES. Any she Iter , cover, or protect ion, extending beyond
the outer face of the building wall ! of either a rigid or non-rigid construction, designed
and intended to be used for the purpose of shelter or protection for entrances and walkways .
MOBILE HOMES. A movable living unit or similar portable structure designed for living
purposes having no foundation other than wheels, jacks, or blocks, and includes the
terms "travel trailers'' ! and "trailer homes" , but excludes collapsible camping trailers,
MOBILE HOME PARK. A lot or parcel of land under sirgl e ownership or management
upon which is operated a business engaged in providing for the parking of mobile homes
to be used for both I iving and storage purposes, and including the customary accessory
uses such as owners' and managers' living quarters, rest rooms, laundry facilities, utility areas, and facilities for parks and recreation.
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MOTEL. The term "motel'' shal include the term "motor hotel'', 11 tourist court 11 ,
"motor lodge"! and "transient accommodation'', primarily for those persons t raveling
by automotive vehicles and consisting of two or more units or buildings designed to
provide sleeping accommodations with no common entrance or lobby.

(

NIGHT CLUB. A commercial establishment dispensing alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises, and in which dancing is permitted and includes the term
11
cabaret'' .
NON-CONFORMiNG BU i LDING. Any building which does not conform to the regulations for the district in which it is located .
NON-CONFORMING LOT. An:-; lot wh ich does not meet the minimum dimensions,
area, or other regulations of the district in which the lot is located.
NON-CONFORM ING USE OF BUILDING. The use of any building other than a use
spec ifically permitted in the district in which the lot or parcel of land is located.
NURSING HOME. The term "nursing home" shall apply toall institutional type
operations designed to provide full or part time supervision and assistance to those
persons not able to care fo r themselves and shall include convalescent homes, homes
for the aged, and simila r facilities .
PARKING SPACE. An area specifically and permanently designated for the off-street
parking or storage of vehicles , Such space for passenger cars shall have a minimumwidth
of eight and one half (8-1/2) fe~t and a minimum length of eighteen (18) feet. When an
area is designated to provide off-st reet pa rking facilities, a minimum of three hundred
fifty (350) squa re feet per pa rking space shall be used for computing the minimum total
required parking a rea including drlvil'"lg lanes, maneuvering areas, and parking spaces ,
No part of such parking space ot spaces shall exist upon any public right-of-way.
PERSON. The wo rd "person" includes any individual, group of persons, corporation,
fir m, association , o rganiza t ion , and any legal public entity .
PERSONAL SERVICES. Beauty po ,. lo r, shop o r salon, barber shop, massage, reducing
or slenderizing studio , steam o r t urkish bat hs, funeral homes, or any similar use.
PREMISES. Any lot , plot 1 o r pa rcel or t ract of land with or without a building or
buildings or st ructu re o r structu res thereon .
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. The conduc.t of busi11ess in any of the following or related
categories; law _
1 architecture_~ engineering 1 medicine, dentistry, osteopaths, chiropractors, opticians, or consultants in these or related fields.

(

PUBLIC BODY.
An.y government or gover'lmen.tal agency of Alachua County·. the
State of Florida,the U.S. Gove ~nment / or any- municipality within Alachua County,
Florida.
PUBLIC USE.
The use of any lon.d _. water , or buildings by a municipality . public body
or board, commissioner or· authority 1 county i state or the federal government or any
agency thereof for a public service or purpo')e .
RECREATION AND ENTERTAiNMENT. Rec reation and entertainment uses which includes amusement arcades , pool halls .. bowling lanes, skating rinks, miniature golf,
carnival type concessions a""d rides, and boating and fishing facilities .
REPAIR.
Restoration of portions of o building to its condition as before decay, wear,
or damage, but not including alteration of the shape or size of any portion .
RESOLUTION.
The term 11 Rec,olution 11 os used in ~hese Regulations means the Zoning
Resolution of Alachua County, Florida .
RESTAURANTS.
An establishment whe re meals or prepared foods, including beverages and confections are served to customers . Restaurants are hereby classified and
further defined into three (3) categories:

(

l.

Type "A" Resta~rants, conventional; consisting of eighty (80) seats or
more at tables or booths , with the number of counterstools not exceeding fifteen (15) percent of the number of table and/or booth seats; with
all service indoors; and providing no service to persons in vehicles, or
at walk-up window5.

2.

Type ''B 11 Restaurants, short-order; spec ia I i zing in sho rt-order foods
and beverages including the preparation of food to be taken out and
consumed off the premises; may be a total counter-stool type operation,
or with any combination of counter stool and/or tables or booths; and
no service provided to persons in · vehicles. Establishments dispensing
food from service windows for consumption either on the premises or off
of the premises are classified as Type 11 B". This type restaurant may also include conventional Type "A 11 restaurant services; however , a restaurant providing an_y of the short-order services as defined in this paragraph shall be classified as a Type 11 B" restaurant.
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3.

(

Type
''( 11 Restaurarts, drive-ins; any
restaurant serving food and/or
beverages to persons in their automobiles for consumption in the automobile on !he premises , Th!s type restaurant may also include service
features of both Types "A 11 and "B" restaurants as herein defined; however, the service of per-sons in automobiles and consumption of food and
beverages in automobiles on the p ~ emises shall cause any such restaurant
to be classified as Type "( 11 ,

RETAIL SALES AND SERVICES.
Retail 5ales and services shall include those business
activities customarily providing retail convenience goods. Such uses shall include department stores ! variety stores, drug and sundry stores, delicatessens, cafeterias, grocery and markets, gift shops- wearing apparel, home and auto supply, furniture and
appliances, hardware, package stores, news stands, book and stationery stores 1 shoe
repair shops, luggage shops 1 bakeries and candy shops (provided that all products
made on the premises are sold on the premises), camera and photo supply shops, radio
and television sales and service, floor coverings, sporting goods, florists, jewelers,
music and piano sales and services , art shops, pawn shops, electrical and lighting and
similar uses.
RIGHT-OF-WAY L!NE. lhe right-of-way line shall be considered as the property line
and all setback requirements provided in this Resolution shall be measured from said
right-of-way line, or except as may otherwise be provided.
ROAD.
Any public or private right-of-way set aside for public travel thirty (30) feet
or more in width . The word 11 road" shall also include the word ''street'', "avenue",
11
1ane 11 , "boulevard", 11 thoroughfare", and "highway" for such purpose.
ROAD CENTERLINE.. The I ine midway between the road right-of-way I ines, or the
surveyed and platted centeri ine of a road which may or may not be the I ine midway
between the existing right-of-way lines.
ROAD Rl GHT -OF-WAY.
as a road.

The I ines which abound the rights-of-way set aside for use

ROOMING HOUSE.
A residential building used, or intended for use, as a place
where sleeping or housekeeping accommodations are furnished or provided for pay to
transient or permanent guests or tenants in which less than ten (1 0) or more than three
(3) rooms are used for the accommodation of such guests or tenants, but which does not
maintain a public dining room or cafe in the same building, nor in any building in connection therewith .
SEMI-PUBLIC BODY.
Includes churches and organizations operating as a non-profit
activity serving a public purpose or service and includes such organizations as noncommercial clubs and lodges, theater groups, recreational and neighborhood associations, and cultural activities.
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SERVICE STATION.
Any business engaged primarily· in the servicing of automotive
vehicles, including the sale and delivery of fuels, lubricants, and other products necessary to the operation of automotive vehicles Including the sale and installation of
accessories , tires, batteries, ;;eot cove "'s 1 t· , ~' e repo1r _, cleaning facilities 1 minor engine tune-up ond w·heel balancing ond a! igning , broke service, but not including mechanical or body repai ~ facilities.. the sole o ;-- ··epair of vehicles or trailers ,

(

SETBACK.
The minimum horizontal di ston ( e between the st reet, rear or side I ines
: or side lines of the building ,. including step~ or terraces or any proand front_, rear _
jection thereof" When two (2) or more lots under one I_!) ownership are used 1 the exterior proper-ty l1nes so grouped shall be used in determining setbacks ,
SUBD!V!S!ON.
A divis ion of a loL t ;-oct 0'' parcel of lond or water into two (2) or
more lotsf plots ; sites f o r other subdivi~ions of lond or water for the purpose, whether
immediate or futu r e of sole . r er11 . leo~e . building development, anchorage, or other
uses 1 and which fu ;'ther includes !he term 11 5ubdlvide 11 , meaning to divide land by
conveyance or improvement into lots , block-s,. parcels. tracts or other portions ,
TRAILER.
An·f portable or movable srructure ot non-self-propelled vehicle not used
for I iving purposes / but used for moving or hauling freight 1 equipment_, o r merchandise, and including c.ollopsible camping t railers and boat trailers ,
UNINCORPORATED AREA.
An1 lor"~d in Alachua County not lying within the boundaries of a duly inco rporated village _
. tovvn , municipality or other governmental unit .
USE. Any octivity- 1 function, or purpose to which a parcel or land or building is put,
and shall include the word!l 11 used 11 _. 11 at ranged 11 , o r 11 occupied 11 , for any purpose including all residen ti al , commerc iol ,· busines ~ industrial, pub I ic or any other use.
PRINCIPAL USE.
The main use establishing the reason and basis for a
building or structure and comprising the general activity for which such
bu i I ding and/or property is used ,
ACCESSORY USE.
Accessory uses ore those activities established as secondary, in support oL and dependor1t upon the principal use .
WATERFRONT.
Any site shall be con idered as waterfront property provided that any
portion of such property physically abuts any body of water, natural or artificial, but
excluding swimming pools, a!"d droi,...oge facilities which do not permit any type of
sport or recreational pur5uit ,
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YARD. The open space existing Oi1 the same lot with a principal building, unoccupied and ur1obstructed by buddings from the ground to the sky, between the lot line
and building line ,

(

FRONl YARD. The yard extending across the entire width of the lot between
the front lot I ine and the f ront building I ir1e, The lot I ine of a lot abutting a
pub I ic street shall be deemed the front lot I i ne , The front yard of a ·corner lot
shall be deemed the front lot I ine . The front yard of a lot existing between
two (2) streets not i nt ersec t Ing ar- a cor r1er of the lot, shall be that yard abutting the street on which adjoining properties face, unless otherwise dete rmined on a recorded plot o r in a recorded deed.
REAR YARDo The yo<·d extending across the entire width of the lot between
the rear lot line and the rear building line. The rear lot line shall be the lot
I ine farthest removed from the front lot I ine ,
SIDE YARD. The ya rd extending from the front building line to the rear
building line between the side lot line and the side building line.
ZONING COMM ISSION. The term ''Zoning Commission" shall refer to the Zoning
Commission of Alachua Cour1ry _, as provided under Section 6 of the Alachua County
Zoning Law ,
ZONING DISTRICT. Any unincorporated area of Alachua County, Florida, designated by the Alachua County Board of County Commissioners as an area subject to
zoning, and identified on the Zoning Mop of Alachua County, Florida, assigned a
zoning classification as indicated on said Map ! consisting of any one (l) of the several zoning districts as set forth and established in this Resolution. Reference to the
word 11 district" or 11 Zone 11 shall mean Zor1ing District.
ZONING MAPe The ter-m 11 Zoning Mop 11 or
Zoning Map of Alachua County -' Florida ,

11

Maps 11 shall mean the official

ZONING REGULAT iONS. Zoning Regulations shall mean the Zoning Regulations
of Alachua County ! Florida, including the Zoning tllap or Maps and all amendments
to such Zoning Resolution and Map ,
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ARTICLE

IV

GENERAL PROV ISIONS

(

Provisions set forth in this A ~t ic le appl :~ to the total zoned area of Alachua County ,
Florida, applicable to all zonil"lg di)t rlct c, !~e~eil"l 1 ex.cept as otherwise may be provided in these Regulations.
Abandoned Reo I Prope rty .

Section

ao

Fo r any publ! c s!reet o r alley which is he r eafte r officially vacated o r- abandoned _ the regulations applicable to each parcel
of abuttitlg pt·ope rt y shall apply to the ce,.,terlitle of the prope··ty whi c h i s ab andoned . lr~ the event abandoned property is
not d i vided at t~e centerlitle for abutting properties, the zoning d i strict s appl i cable shall apply to such ownership line as
determined by ·; i rtue of svch abandonment ,

b.

For any publ ic property other than streets or alleys, the regul a ~i ons appl icable to the zoning classification which abuts the
abando r~ ed p ·~ ope,. ty for the greatest numbe r of I in eal feet sha II
apply to the en t ire property .

Section
2.
Abandoned Vehicles ,
Withi11 all zoning districts except BA, BW,
MS, and MP districts 1 all vehic(es v,;hkh o r e inoperative and/or unlicensed for a period
in excess of thi rty (30) days shall be proh ibi t ed on a,.,y pub I ic right-of-way or on pr i vate
property except within a completely enclosed garage ,
Section
3.
Access Con'rol ,
i r~ o rder to promote the safety of mobrists and the
pedestrian and to minimize traffic co!"'ge st ion and conflict by reducing the magnitude of
and the number of points of contact ? the following regulations shall apply ~

3. 1

A poil'"l t of access , that is , a d r ivew ay or other opening for vehicles
on to a publ ic st r eet _. shall not exceed twenty-four (24) feet in width,
ex cept as otherwise provided in this Section .

3. 2

The maximum number of po i nts of access permitted onto any one ( 1)
street shall be as follows ~
Lot Wid t h Abutting St r eet
Less than

65 feet

65 feet -

200 feet
200 feet

Over
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Number of Points of Access

1

2
2, plus 1 for each additional
200 feet or fraction thereof
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(

3.3

In lieu of any two (2) openings permitted on any one (1) street theremay
be permitted a single point of access up to thirty five (35) feet in width.
However, ser-vice stations shall be permitted two (2) openings not to exceed thirty five (35) feet each in width along any abutting public street,
provided that sue h property abuts sue h street for a distance of not I ess
than one hundred twenty (120) feet.

3.4

There shall be a minimum distance of tweLve (12) feet between any two
(2) openings o!"'to the same street.

3. 5

No point of access shall be allowed within ten (1 0) feet of the il'1tersection
of the right-of-way I i nes of any pub I ic street.

3. 6

No curbs shall be cut or altered, and no point of access or opening for
vehicles onto a pub I ic street shall be established without a permit issued
by the County Engineer.

4.
Section
Boat Docks.
No boat docks shall be constructed within a zoned district of Alachua County without a permit. All applications for a permit to construct a
dock over a body of water or stream having two (2) or more property ownerships abutting
such body of water or stream, shall be submitted to the Zoning Commission for approval.
No covered dock shall be permitted beyond the mean high water mark unless no objections
are voiced from property owners abutting such water area within a distance of one thousand (1, 000) feet from the proposed dock location. The Zoning Commission may regulate
the length, construction, and such other features of boat docks, and shall not approve
docks which would create a hazardous condition to the navigation of waterways and to
other pursuits of water sports. In no event shall any living unit be constructed over water
areas.
Section
5.
Churches and Schools.
Pub I ic schools shall be subject to the regulations in this Resolution, set forth in Article XI, Public Uses.
5.1

Private schools, chur-ches, and religious institutions shall be permitted
in R-3, RP, RM, BP, BA, BW, MS, and A districts, provided that the
following requirements are complied with:
a.

Off street parking shall be provided as set forth in Section 26 of this
Artie I e.

b.

The principal building and accessory buildings shall comply with the
yard and setback requirements of the district in which it is located;
and in no case less than the minimum requirements as set forth in the
R-3 district.

14

Alachua County, Florida

Zoning Regulations

5.2

(

Private schools, churches and religious institutions may be permitted in
other districts _. only afte r recommendations of the Zoning Commission
which shall hold a public hearingonsuch requestafter giving fifteen
(15) days notice of the time and place of such hearing, and fir1al approval by t he Board of County Commissioners .

Section 6 .
Deed Restrictions ,
These regulations shall not affect any deed restrictions or restrictive covenants reco rded with an y deed, plat ! or other legal document relating to the use, or lot and building requi rements . No person or agency, il! the capacity
of administering and enforcil!g these regulations 3 shall be responsible for enforcing any
deed restrictions or restrictive covenants ,
Section 7.
Fences.
Except in 11 A" districts , no fence, wall, or screened structure
excluding plants and shrubbery, over si:x. (6) feet in height shall be built within any required yard abutt ing a pub I ic road, excep t that such fences may be constructed in a rear
yard paralleling a pub I ic rood a distance from t he pub I ic road as required for the side
yard abutting the public road .
Section 8.
Group Housing "
Group housing developments of two (2) or more single
or multiple family dwellings to be constructed on a plot of ground under single ownership
of one (1) acre or mo re, not subdivided into the customary streets and lots, and which shall
not be so subdivided, may be developed in any R-2 , R-3, or RP districts provided that :
a.

Max.i mum percent of lot coverage shall not exceed that which is
required for the districts in which the project is located .

b.

Height limits, front , side, or rear yard requirements shall be met in
accordance with the district in which such group housing is permitted .

c.

In any event under this Section the provisions of t he Alachua County
Plat Law (Chapter 59 - 1044, Laws of 1959 , as amended by Chapter
61 - 1851, Laws of 1961) shall be complied with, The Alachua
County Plat Law is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.

Section 9 ,
Height Limits in Airpo rt Approach Zones.
Maximum height limits for
any building or structure, including trees , poles, towers and antennas, within the ai rport
landing approach zones, as shown on the Zon ing Map, are determined by an inclined
plane having a slope of 50:1 1 as measured hor izontally from the end of the runway , which
is located symmetrically with respect to the extended runway center! ine, and has t he
lengths and widths as shown on the said Zoning Ma_p ,
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Section
10.
Home Occupations .
Horne occupations, including any profession, vocation, business, trade, and personal services, may be conducted in any "A" district and
any residential district only after approval of the Zoning Commission which shall hold a
public hearing on such request, after giving fifteen (15) days notice of the time and place
of such hearing . The Zoning Commission may then deny or grant approval of such home
occupation in accordance with such regulations as !he Zoning Commission may determine
to be in the public interest, and also in accordance with the Zoning Regulations,
a.

The home occupation shall be conducted within the principal building
and only by a person resident in the building . Not more than one (1)
person shall be employed who is not a resident of the premises .

b.

No more than twenty (20) percent of the total floor area of any dwelling unit may be devoted to sue h uses ,

c.

For the purpose of identification of such use, one (1) non-illuminated
wall sign, not exceeding two (2) square feet in area may be permitted ,
Such signs shall identify only the name of t he profession and the name
of the occupant of the premises .
·

d.

No motor power other than electrically operated moto rs shall be used in
conjunction with such home occupation and the total horsepower of such
permitted electrical motors shall not exceed three (3) horsepower , or one
(l) horsepower for any single motor .

e.

There shall be no alteration in the r·esidential character of the premises
in connection wi t h such home occupation.

f.

No merchandise or articles for sale shall be displayed for advertising
purposes and no sign or device relative to the sale of such merchandise
shall be displayed on the premise:; .

g,

No art i cles or materials used in connection with such home occupation
shall be stored other than in the pr i ncipal building so used .

h.

Any home occupation as provided for in t his Section may be reviewed
by the Zoning Commission at any time after twelve (12) month5 following the approval of such use! and moy revoke the permission to continue
such home occupation at any time thereafter .
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Section
11 ,
Houseboats , No houseboat shall be permitted to fasten to a dock , anchor
to land, or to remai,., i,., any of the woterwav ) w ithin the territory subject to these Regulations in excess of seven 1) ) day~ w ithout a permit. Application for such pe r mit shall be
made to the Zoning Comm i ~ s i on . The Zon i ng Commiss;on is authorized to issue permirs
for said houseboa · u5 e and occupancy. pro v :d ed sa i d u~e and occupancy does not conflict
with the uses of the immediate area, o•herw i:, e a public hear·ing will be held before permitting such use and occupancy in a given area ,
Section
12 ,
Junk Yards ,
Junk .,.ard ~ a~ defrned in these Regulations shall be permitted only i,., MP dist r i cts . -:A:! I ju,.,k ya rds ~hall be scr-eened from view f rom public right-of-way
by a maso,.,ry wall w i th o mi nimum of <:> i ,. (61 feet in height of solid face constructio,., and two
(2) feet ornamental supers t ructu re The requ •r ed wall alo,.,g a public ri ght-of-way shall conform to the frol'1t yard requ i reme nt of the MP d i st ri ct Section
13 ,
Land and Water Fill ~ Dredg i ng E>< c avation and Mining . No person
shall engage in the -foiling of lo~d o ;- ~at e r ore~-s-~drecJg~g~ the e;~;~-ation of land or
removal of eart h , and no mining operat!on .,hall be undertaken without approval by the
Board of Coun t y Commissioners, w hich -:, ho!l deny o r gra,.,t approval only after a public
hearing on such request after g ivin g f i fteen ·: 15) days notice of the time and place ofsuch
hearing. All appl i catio ns for pe r·m its fo r act i vi ties covered by this Section shall be referred
to the County Eng i neer for h is recommendot ion .
Section
14 ,
Land Subjec t to Flooding ,
No build i ng shall be moved onto or constructed on land subject to f r·equen t flooding ~~ an y zo,.,e . nor shall any existing building so located be enlarged , repai red , o r altered ex cept b,v perm ission of the Boa rd of County Commissioners . If there is any quest ion about th e f requency "Jr ex.tent of flooding of any property for which a permit has been reque~ ted 1 the County Engineer shall be consulted for
the purpose of obtaining h i!> opinion ,
Section
15 . L i ving Units in Zones Other Than ResidentiaL
Dwell i ngs shall not be
permitted in any business or i ndu strial zone as a principal use - However 1 living units may
be established wit hi n the pr inc i pa l build i ng i n a business o r indust r ial dist r ict as accessory
to any business or indust r ial use , provided ~hot such living units within any BR zone shall
not be on the ground floor , !n the MS d istrict . living units shall be permitted as an accessory to the permitted use_, and single famiiy dwellings shall be permitted on existing
lots of record including other uses perm i tted on t he 5ame lot as ac cessory uses .
Section
16 = Min i mum L i ving Area ,
No si,.,gle or multiple family living unit shall
be constructed w i t h a t otal I iving area of less than four hundred and f i fty (450) squa re feet.
Provided, howeve r , that a special e~ception to the minimum living area requirement may
be granted for the const r uction of effic. i ency type apartments having no seperate bed room ..
if it is established that the g ranting of 5u c h e.xception will not adversely affect the inte(ests of the general public o r the character of the surrounding neighborhood . Application
for any such special exception shall be made to the Zoning Commission which shall hold
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1:1s:,

a public hearing after giving fifteen
days 0otice of the time and place of such hearing.
After the public reo~i,g, the Zo"ing Comm15)ion 5holl fo ··wcJ;·d its recommendot•on to t~e
Board of Cou0ty Commissionels for t~ei ~ oc • ion , 1~e Zo"iflg Commission or t~e Boord of
County Commissione .. .;; may requ :re the subrnission of plans ;n co!"lnectiofl vvi'~ sue~, oppli-

catio~s, showing !~e locot•on and type of consnuction proposed, and may impose such additional requiremen~s 05 a condition to •t,e gronti,.,gof tbe request as it deems reasonable

(

and appropriate.
This Sectton sr_oll "ot· apply to mobile homes rneeting all ot!-1er- requirernenis of
this Resolutio'l Section
17 ,
Minimum Setbacks from tr~e Centerline of Roods - No building or structure sha II be erected -c fose ' ~!h~n"'"sevent y five 1.i5] - reet from n;e-zenterl i ne of any sect ion
line, one half (1 / 2) sectio~'"' line, and any route desigrated and officially adopted for a
major road as shown 00 •he Major Rood Plo--- for the zoning districts of Alachua County,
Florida.
Section
18.
Mobile Homes .
Mobile 1---omes shall be permitted to be used for living
purposes in "A'' zo0lng districts on t~e ba)is of one {I) trailer on each five (5) acre parcel of land or more . Mobile ~omes shall not be permitted fo .. use for li v ing purposes in
any other district unless orherwise provided for l:erein, e)<cept in a Mobile Home Park licensed and app~oved by t~_ e State Boord of Health and meet lng all other county and state
regulations applicable to Mobile Home Parks and R-lc districts _ Mobile homes for livi'lg
purposes may be permitted in ony othe~ di5'i 1ct on a temporary basis under a spec iol permit,
by application, in accordance with Article Xi, Section 6, of these Regulations , U'!occupied mobile homes shall be permitted in dist :-- ic.ts permitting the sale and rental of mobile
homes, or may be parked and stored in a Mobile Home Por-k Mobile homes not used for
living purposes may be stored in any othe:-- di5''"ict p ~ovided they are contoi,.,ed within a
completely enclosed garage ,
Section
19 ,
Moving of Buildings ,
Whe,ever a building is moved from any location
to a site within the zo,.,-~d orea of Alachua County, the building shall immediately be made
to conform to all provis ;ons of t~e County Building, Plumbing and Electrical Codes, if any,
and the Zoning Regula! ions of Alachua Cou0ty , T~e person causing the building to be moved
shall secure a Building Permit from the Board of County Commissioners ,
Section 20.
Non-Conforming Buildings or Structures ,
Non-confor-ming buildings or
structures shall be made to comply with these Regu!"ations only after dest~uction exceeding
two thirds (2 / 3) of r~e fa i i· market value as dete t mlned by t~e County To)< Assessor of Alachua County, Florida, i mmed i ately prior to the time of destruction , An e)Cist- !ng non-conforming building or structure may be maintained and repaired, but shall not be structurally added
onto or altered to further th.e non-c-onformance; however, an existing ron-conforming building or structure may be added onto or altered provided that such additions or alterations and
use are in compliance with these Regulations,
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Non-Conforming Lot,
21.
Section
---------------------

Sect ion

21. 1

Remedies .
Where two (2) or more non-conforming lots with continuous frontage are under the same ownership, or where a non-conforming lot hos a continuous frontage with a larger tract under the same
ownership , 5uch lot or lot5 shall be combined to form one (1) or more
building sites meeting the lot requirements of the district in which
they are located ,

21.2

Dwelling~ on Non-Conforming Lots. A Building Permit may be issued
for a !lingle family dwelling on any non-conforming lot, excluding substandard lots _. provided that the remedies set forth in this Section cannot be compl i ed \.v!th ! that suc-h use is permitted, and that the regulations of the di~r-ict in which the lot is located are met.

21 . 3

Dwellings On Substandard Lots . The Board of County Commissioners
may authorize the is~uance of a Building Permit for a single fami·ly
dwelling for a substandard lot ! only after it has been determined
that remedies as set forth in this Section cannot be complied with ,
The Boord moy also grant such variances on lot and building requirements in cases of hardship, so as not to create any condition detrimental to the pub I ic health: 5afety, and welfare.

22.

Non-Conforming Use of Bu! I dings and Structures.

22. 1

The use ·of any building or structure not in conformance with these
Regulations pertaining to uses permitted on the effective date of this
Re5ol uti on may not be ~
a,

Changed to another non-conforming use except where it is determined by the Board of County Commissioners that the design,
construction and character of the building is unsuitable for uses
permitted in the dist r ict in which such non-conforming use is
situated. The Boord of County Commissioners shall hold a public
hea,.ing on each case in question after giving fifteen (15) days
notice of the time and place of such hearing, in order to determine the question of suitability for uses permitted in the district in
which such bui I ding is located.
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b,

Re-established after discontinuance tor nine (9) rno~·~s e)Ccept
where it is determined by the Boo ..d of County Comm!ssione:-s ,~_ ot
the design, construction and c~arocter of H·.e build i ng is unsu i table for uses permitted if' the district in which such r-on-corform!ng
use is situated. The Board of Cour,t·y Commissioners ~J.oll ~old o
public heoring on eac"'. case in question af!er givi!'"'g fifteen
5)
days notice of the time and place of sucl: ~ear ing, i'l o~de ... to ·
determine the question of suitability for uses permitted in t~t e district in w hi c h such b u i1 d, n g is Io cot ed ,

C

(

22.2

c,

Extended, enlarged, or ex.panded.

d,

Rebuilt, or repaired after damage e ... ceeding two t~ l rds (2/3) of fair
morket value as determined by H-,e County lo)C Assessor of Alachua
County, Florida.

The use of all buildings and structures , ex.cept residenriol uses. s~all be
made to conform on the basis of the fair mJrket value as r:x.ed by the
County Tax Assessor of Alachua County,. Flor!da, at the t :me of t~e effective date of this Resolut-ion as follows ~
Market Value

0
21001
51001
10' 001
25' 501
50,001

- $ 2,000
5,000
10,000
25,000
50,000
- a,.,d above

Years

5 years
I 0 years
20 years
30 years
40 years
50 years

Section 23.
Non-Conforming Use of Lar,d ,
All non-co,.,forming use of land w i thout
principal buildings, including open storage, bu il ding supplies ! vehicle, 1rnplement and machinery storage, either on the same lot or on another lot wit~ a plant, factory, or soles facility, signs, billboards, junk yards, and commercial animal yards, and si rnila r uses shoJI
comply with these Regulations pertaining to uses perm it ted wit·hin three (3) yea rs ft·om the effective date of this Resolution.
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,

nor : do

Sec ti on 24.
Nursing Homes .
Nu rsing homes sl--all :n(lude con vo lesc en ' L- omes ,
1--omes fo r the aged and such other act i vities designed to toke ca re of t he oged o ·· pe ·sons
urobie to care for themselves without supe rvision o r oss :sionce . Nurs,ng l-ome~ s~_ oll be
pe rmitted in any R-3, RP or HM districts. Such. uses s~oll comply w i th a ll ' eg""lo• .ons
applicable to the dis t rict in which the use is located . Sucl--. uses s~oll comply wi•~ · ~. e
off-st reet parking requirements set fo rth in tris A rticle . • ~ add it ion, such uses s~oll meet
t~. e minimum requirements as set forth by State o r Fede···ol cgenc i es :~ egu l ot i ng s~ch O C ' · v iti es, and shall, upon applica t ion fo r either Build i ng Pe ·~ m i ' O '' Occupancy Cert :Lco•e,
submit certificates indicating approval by suer S•o t e o r Fede ral ogene ies .
Obst ruc t ion to Vision at Road !nte ~sect i ons . •n o rde r to m1n1m1ze ocSec t ion 25 .
c .dents caused by obstruction t o vision at Rood ln t e (sect iors , ti--e follow i ng Regulo r :ons
s 1: a II a p pI y i n a II 11 R11 d is t r i c ts:

25 , 1

Within the a r ea fo r med by t he ri g~ts-of - way lines of i nte rsect lr g rood s,
and a straight I i ne cormect in g points on sue~ r ight s-of -wo y I i nes at o
distance of twenty five (25) feet from t~_ ei r po i nts of i n t er·sect i on , suer
connecting line extending beyond the po:nts to H-e curb l i nes +1--e ·e
shall be a clear space with no obs truct ;on •o " ision between d-e 1-eigl-- t
of th ree (3) feet and a height of eight (8) feet above tre a " e,. oge grode
of each road as measu red at the cente · line t~ereoL

25 . 2

The requirements of this Sectio11 sholl no' be deemed to p(ol-- ibit ony
necessary retaining wall ,

25.3

Trees shall be permitted in t ~e cleo r spoc.e p i-ov i ded t hot foliage is cv t
away within the pr escribed he i g~ts .

Section 26 .
Off-S t reet Parking and Loading Fac i li ' ies c
pa,·king shall be provided as follows ~

!n all districts off-s treet

a.

Single family dwellings, t wo (2 ) spaces fo : each dwell i ng un it .

b.

Multiple family dwellings , apa rtments, one ·~ I 1 space for eoc l--- un it.

c.

Chu rches, temples, o r places of worsHp, funeral homes , scl--~ ools ..
public buildings, theate rs, audito r iums ( areas and ploces of assembly, private clubs and lodges , one :1 } spoce for eacb five
seats of maximum seating capacity i"" t he p··· incipol o f ea of assembly.

:s:
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d.

One (I) space for each one hundred fifty ( 150) square feet of retail sales or actual retail use for business, professional or personal
services.

e.

Coun~ry clubs, golf clubs, gun clubs, tennis clubs, and organi-

zations designed to provide outdoor sporting or recreational activities, one (1) space for each five (5) members.

f.

Hotels, one {1) space for each three (3) bedrooms, plus one (1)
additional space for each five employees.

g.

Hospitals and sanitariums, one (1) space for each patient bed ,

h.

Nursing homes, one (1) space for each two (2) patient beds.

1.

Motels, one (1) space for each guest room or one (1) space for
each bathroom! whichever is greatest, plus one (1) space for
each three employees.

j.

Restaurants or other eating places (non-drive- ins), one (1) space
for each four (4) seats, plus one ( 1) space for each three employees.

k.

Rooming houses, boarding houses, dormitories, fraternities and
sororities, one (1) ~pace for each two (2) beds.

I.

Wholesale and warehouse concerns, one (l) space for each three
(3) employees, plus one (1) space for each company vehicle operating from the premise~, plus one (l) space for each one hundred
fifty (150) square feet devoted to wholesale or retail sales or services.

m.

Manufacturing , industrial concerns not catering to the retail trade,
one (1) space for each three (3) employees on the largest working
shift ! plus one (l) space for each company vehicle operating from
the premises"

n.

Manufacturi'lg and industrial concerns with retail business on premises , one (1) space for each one hundred fifty (150) square feet devoted to retail sales or services.
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26. 1

Location.
a.

Such parking space as required in this Section shall in no part
exist upon 1 and no portion of any vehicle shall overhang the
right-of-way of any public road! street, alley or walkway .
There sha II be no off-street parking in the front yards of residential districts except as normally exists in driveways ,

b.

Parking spaces for all dwellings shall be located on the same
p4ot with the main building ,

c.

Parking spaces for a II other uses sha II be provided on the same
plot with the main building, or not more than three hundred(300)
feet distant, as measured a~ong the nearest pedestrian walkway,
provided that such area is under the same ownership as the principal use. The applicant for a Building Permit which proposes to
to use an area for off-street parking in order to meet the requirements of this Resolution and in accordance with the provisionsof
this subsection, shall submit evidence of a restrictive covenant
running with the land to be used for off-street parking purposes
stating that such land shall not be encroached upon, used, sold,
leased or conveyed for any other purpose until such time as the
principal building ceases to be required to provide such offstreet parking facilities.

d.

Parking requirements for two (2) or more uses, of the same or of
different types, may be provided by the establishment of therequired number of spaces for each use in a common parking area,
provided that all such uses being served by a common parking
area are under the same ownership. Accessory uses shall not be
required to have additional parking spaces other than those required by the principal use,

e.

Off-street parking areas may be situated in any R-2 _. R-3, or RP
district abutting any 11 B 11 district or 11 M 11 district to a depth not
exceeding three hundred (300) feet and provided that all offstreet parking lot improvements as provided in Section 26.2 of
this Section are complied with ,
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26.2

26.3

Off-Street Porking Requirement~ . An/ off-street parking lot servingany
use other than dweTiTrlg~-Offou~· (4) units per building or less shall meet.
the following off-street parking lot improvement requirements,
a.

Screening WaiL
lhe parking area will be provided with a continuous screenin-g masonry wall six (6} feet in height where such
off-street parking lots abut a property used for single family purposes in a single family residential district.

b.

Surfacing . For all r·etail sales and services, business services, and
professional services s6rvi!'1g the general public and having access
to and abutting a paved street , the off-street parking area sholl be
provided with a hard surface all weather pavement of asphalt or cement 1 and shall be so graded and drained to provide for the adequate run-off and disposal of surface water .

c.

Lighting. Where lighting facilities are provided for the parking
area, they shall be designed and installed so as to reflect the
I ight away from any- contiguous residentially zoned pr·operty.

Off-Street Loading Requirements .
a.

Every- hospitaL institution, commercial or industrial building or
similar use having a floor area of twenty thousand (20,000} :,quare
feet or more ! and requidng the receipt or distribution by vehicle
of materials or merchandise shall have at least one (1) permanent
off-street loading space for each twenty thousand (20, 000) square
feet of gross floor area or fraction thereof 1 immediately adjacent
to the principal building .

b.

Retail operations, wholesale operations, and industrial operations,
with a gross floor area of less than twenty thousand (20, 000} square
feet shall provide sufficient space for loading and unloading operations in order that the free movement of vehicles and pedestrians
over a sidewalk, street, or alley_, shall not be impaired.

c.

Every off-street loading and unloading space shall have direct
access to a public street or alley 1 and shall hove the following
minimum dimensions ~
Length, thirty (30) feet; Width, twelve (12) feet; Height, fourteen
(14) feet.
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Section

27.

Overhanging or Extruding Projecdons .

2 7. 1

11

R11 Dis t r ic ts and

a.

11

M 11 D is t ric t s .

Every part of a required yard or court shall be open from its lowest point to the sky, unobstructed, except for the customary projections of sills _. belts ,, courses _.. cornices 1 ornamental features _,
and eaves; provided r however 1 that none of the above projections
shall extend into a required yard more than thirty six (36) inches ,
Open or closed fire escapes, outside stairways, balconies, chimneys, flues , or other projections shall not extend into any required yard except that uncovered steps may project not more than
three (3) feet into any required yard .

Section
28.
Parking of Trucks and Trailers . Within any 11 R11 zone no trucks, trailers,
or wagons in excess of one (1) ton capacity shall be parked for storage purposes, including
overnight, on any public right-of-way or on private property, except with a completely
enclosed garage. Trailers of less than one (1) ton capacity, including pleasure boat trailers, collapsible camping trailers, and cargo trailers may be parked on private property in
any district provided that such trailers are parked only within areas in which the principal
building, accessory ·buildings, or the parking of vehicles is permitted.
29.
Section
Performance Standards .
non-residential uses.

These performance standards shall apply to all

29.1

Smoke, dust, and dirt.
There shall be no emission of visible smoke,
dust, dirt, fly ash, or any particulate matter from any pipes , vents,
or other openings, or from a_ny- other source, into the air . All fuel
shall be either smokeless in nature or shall be used so as to prevent any
emission of visible smoke, fly ash, or cinders into the air.

29.2

Fumes, vapors, and gases , There shall be no emission of any fumes,
vapors, or gases of a noxious, toxic, or corrosive nature which can
cause any damage or irritation to health, animals, vegetation, or to
any form of property ,
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29.3

Sewage, There shall be no discharge at any point of liquid or solid
wastes into any public sewage disposal system which will overload such
system or create detrimental effects in the How and treatment of public
sewage. There shall be no discharge of any industrial wastes into any
private sewage disposal system, stream, or into the ground of a kind or
nature which would contaminate any water supply or otherwise ·cause the
emission of dangerous or objectionable elements or conditions. There
shall be no accumulation of solid wastes conducive to the breeding or
rodents or insects.

29.4

Heat, Cold, Damness, or Movement of Air.
Activities which shall
produce any adverse effect on the temperature, motion, or humidity
of the atmosphere beyond the lot I ine shall not be permitted.

29.5

Noise.
The permitted level of noise or sound emission at the property
line of the lot on which the principal use is located shall not at any time
exceed the average noise level prevai I ing for the same hour, as generated by street and traffic activity. The determination of noise level
shall be measured with a sound level meter that conforms to specifications pub I ished by the American Standards Association.

29.6

Odor. There shall be no emission of odorous gases or other odorous
matter in such quantities as to be offensive, obnoxious, or unpleasant,
beyond the property line on which the principal use is located. Any
process, includir.tg the preparation of food, which may involve the creation and emission of any such odors shall be provided with both a primary and a secondary safeguard system so that odor control may be maintained in the event of failure of the primary safeguard system.

29.7

Glare.
There shall be no direct glare visible from any residential district caused by unshielded floodlights or other sources of high intensity
I ighting.

(

Section
30.
Permits in Conflict With These Regulations. Permits for either the construction of buildings or for the use of land or buildings which have been issued prior to
the adoption of this Resolution and which are in violation with the regulations of this Resolution shall be declared void unless evidence is shown to establish that substantial expenditures have been made either for the preparation of plans for construction or for preliminary
planning. Investment in real property shall not be construed as an expenditure towards construction. Unless actual construction work, including grading and excavation is under way
within sixty (60) days after the adoption of this Resolution, such permit shall become void.
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Section
31.
Permitted Building Area ,
The principal building on any !Of or parcel
of land shall be erected within the area bounded by the building lines established by setback or yard requirements , Accessory build;ngs may be erected within any building line
established for the principal building and in required rear yards as may be otherwise provided in these Regulations c
Section
32.
Principal Building On A Lot.
Except 11 B11 districts and Group Housing
projects as provided in these Regulations only o~e (1) principal building and its customary
accessory buildings may hereafter be erected on any lot of record, Any dwelling shall be
deemed to be the principal building on the lot on which the same is located . An addition
to any building shall not be construed as a principal building .
Section
33.
Retaining Walls ,
Nothing in these Regulations shall be construed to
prohibit or prevent the erection of a retaining wall on any property provided that such
retaining wall does not adversely affect the natural flow of surface water, or create any
other adverse effects upon adjacent or adjoining properties . However, any application
for a retaining wall shall be subject to the approval of the County Engineer before issuance of a permit.
Section
34.
Shopping Centers ,
Shopping Centers are hereby defined as a group
of retail stores or shops under single ownership or management, with an area of five (5)
acres or more, and with a minimum depth of three hundred (300) feet, established as a
shopping entity, with common parking facilities, ingress and egress, loading and unloading facilities. Shopping centers may be permitted in any BR, BH, and BA districts, and
may be developed in accordance . with approval of a plat of a subdivision or development
as approved by the Zoning Commission. A shopping center shall not be divided into seperate lots for each store or usee No permit shall be issued for construction of a shopping
center until the plans and specifications, including the design of ingress and egress roads,
parking facilities, and such other items as may be found of importance have been approved
by the Zoning Commission. No building shall be erected closer than twenty five (25)
feet to any road right-of-way I ine . There shaJI be provided a minimum of one (1) parking
space for each one hundred (1 00) square feet of floor area designed to be used for business
or shopping purposes. Such parking area, including maneuvering areas, ingress and egress
roads and driving lanes, shall be paved and kept in good repair at all times with a hard,
all-weather surface. All points of access shall be to a public road; however, there shall
be no public roads or alleys within the shopping center property . All loading and unloading shall be done entirely within the shopping center propertyc Except as otherwise provided in this Section, all uses within shopping centers shall conform with other regulations
as set forth in this Resolution.
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Se ction 35.
Signs.
The following Regulations shall apply to all sur fa c es h aving
a rigid loc ation on the ground, and utiliz ed f or the purpose of advertisi n g any
service, product, or business establish.m ent. For the purpose of these Regul ations,
all advertising signs shall be divided into two (2) categories.
a.

Roadside signs, the location of which has no direct ~earing on the
service, product, or· business establishment it advertises.

b.

Business signs, which are located on the same premises as t h e subject
matter of the sign itself.

GENERAL . .
No advertising signs shall be erected within twenty five (25) feet
of an established right-of-way line, except as otherwise provided
herein.
Signs may only be erected in business or industrial districts; provided that special permits may be granted under the provisions of
these regulations to erect signs in other districts. In no event,
however, sh~ll approval be given to locate any sign in or within
one hundred (100) f~et of any single family residential district.
Business signs shall conform to the- side yard setback requirements
applicable to the related business establishments.
Animated signs which .involve the motion of any part by any means,
or which display flashing or moving lights shall be prohibited
·when the location or operation thereof tends to obstruct or unduly
divert driver visibility, vision, and/or attention.
ROADSIDE SIGNS.
Roadside signs may be erected to within fifteen (15) feet of an
established road right-of-way line, provided that no sign shall be
erected within. twenty five (25) feet of an established street or
highway intersecti.on, and no sign or any supports thereof shall
obstruct driver visibility. The owner of the sign shall agree
to remove same at his expense, should any portion of the twenty
five (25) foot setback zone be required for road right-of-way
purposes.
BUSINESS SIGNS.
Business signs may be erected on an established road right-of-way
line, provided that no sign shall be erected within twenty five (25)
feet of an established street or highway intersection and no sign,
or any supports thereof, shall obstruct driver visibility. The
owner of the sign shall agree to remove same at his own expense,
should any portion of the twenty five (25) foot setback zone pe
required for road right-of-way purposes.
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Section 36. Stor3ge Of F lammable Liquids. No buildings, structures or premis e s
shall be used for storage, s a le or usc of gasoline or any other liquid wit h a
flashpoint of sixty (60) degrees Farenheit or l es s where any of t he boundaries
of the lot upon which such gasoline or other liquid is stored, used or so ld
are . within two hundred (200) feet, measured in a straight line, of the nearest
boundary line of any building or structure used as a church, sc h ool, hospital,
homc . for the aged, nursing home, orphanage, auditorium, or theater,. except open
ai~ theaters.
This provision ihall not prevent the use of liquified gases for
domestic heating purposes.
Se ction 37. Subdivision Of Land. No lot shall be reduced in area or su bdivided ,
or no tr~ct of land &hall be subdivided or reduced in area in a manner which
would result in causing any lot to have an area less than that required in the
district in which it is located, as set forth in this Resolution, or would red uce
the open spaces or yards required by this Resolution . .
Section 38. Use Of Public Rights-Of-Way. The sale of merchandise from within
the limits and confines of all public road or street rights-of-way lying within
the territory under the jurisdiction of this Resolution is prohibited.
Section 39. Yards And Open Spaces. The
required in this Resolution for each and
of the passage of this Resolution or for
altered, shall not be encroached upon or
requirement for ~ny other building.

minimum yards and other open spaces,
every building existing at the time
any building hereafter erected or
considered a yard or open space or use

Section 40. · Waterfront Properties. On any lot having water frontage, as defined
in these Regulations, no principal building shall be located closer than twenty
(20) feet from the high water mark.
Section 41. Compliance with Alachua County Subdivision Regulations. ~~enever
any land is rezoned for the purpose of constructing or locating a dwellin 6 or
other improvements thereon of a type or in a fashion not otherwise permitted
within the former zoning classification, the provisions of the Al~chua Councy
Subdivision regulations shall be complied with ·in full, regardless of the date
that the subject property may have been platted.
Section 42~ Agriculture Uses in Other Zoning Districts. The agriculture ~urs~·cs
described in Article VI of these regulations shall also be per~itted in all ot .. ~~
zoning districts, except R-la, provided the minimum acreage requirements ref~r~ e c
to in said Article VI shall have been met.
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ARTICLE V
ZONING DISTRICTS

,.
(

Section 1.
Establishment of Districts. Within the zoned areas of
Alachua County, Florida, the following zoning districts are established:
1.1

A2 Agricultural District 2 Agricultural A-1 District.

1.2

Residential

RE, R-laa, R-la, Single Family, Low Density
R-lb, Single Family, Medium Density
R-lc, Single Family, Mobile Homes
R-2, Multiple Family, Low Density
R-3, Multiple Family, High Density
RP, Residential - Professional
RM, Mobile Home Park
PUD, Planned Unit Development

1.2.1
1.2.2
1.2.3
1.2.4
1.2.5
1.2.6
1.2.7
1.2.8
1.3

HM 2 Hospital - Medical

1.4

Business
1.4.1
1.4.2
1.4.3
1.4.4
1.4.5
1.4 . 6
1.4.7

1.5

AP,
BP,
BR,
BH,
BA,
BW,
MB,

Administrative Professional
Business and Professional
Business, Retail
Business, Highway
Business, Automotive
Business, Wholesale
Business, Marine

Industrial
1.5.1
1.5.2

Local Service Industry
MP, Manufacturing

- ~,
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ARTICLE

VI

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS
Section

1.

A, Agricultural District, Agricultural A-1 District.

1.1

Agriculture A-1 District - all uses as outlined in the
Agriculture District, with the exception that Mobile
Homes are not a permitted use.

1~1.1

Uses Permitted For Parcels of Land of Five (5) Acres or More.
Single family dwellings with their customary uses, on the basis
of one (1) dwelling for each five {5) acres of land or more
under the same ownership.

1.2

1.1.2

All commercial agricultural pursuits, and structures
incidental thereto, including dairy products, livestock, poultry and poultry products, field crops,
truck crops, citrus groves, horticultural specialties,
forestry, including naval stores operations.

1.1.3

The processing, packaging, and sale of agricultural
products and commodities which are raised on the
premises. Retail roadside sales shall be permitted
only from conforming or temporary structures on
private property. Such temporary structures may be
permitted within the required front yard.

1.1.4

Public parks and recreation areas, golf courses,
game pr~serves, and historical areas.

1.1.5

Mobile homes shall be permitted for living purposes
on the basis of one (1) mobile home for each parcel
of land of five {5) acres or more.

Uses Permitted for Parcels of Land of From One (1) to Five (5) Acres.

1.2.1

Single family dwellings excluding mobile homes.

1.2.2

Limited agricultural uses not to exceed, per acre, the
following:
a.

Forty {40) chickens or other poultry.

b.

Horses for personal use.

c.

Two (2) cows or other cattle •.

d.

Six (6) goats or sheep.
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1. 2 . 3

(
l. 3

Poultry and livestock permitted in this Section shall be for persona I use on Iy 1 except that pou Itry and pou Itry by-products may
be sold off the premises. No hogs or swine shall be permitted.
The raising of all poultry and livestock shall be done in such a
manner as to prevent obnoxious odors, the breeding of rodents,
flies, or other insects, so as not to create a nuisance of any kind.

Uses Prohibited.
I , 3.

1

1.,3 , 2

The commercial raising of fowl, animals, or reptiles, except as
otherwise provided in this Section.
Any business, commercial, or industrial use, except in connection
with the agricultural pursuits otherwise permitted in this Section.

Sect ion 2.
Lot a11d Building Requirements.
The principal building, accessory buildings, and other land uses shall be located so as to comply with the following requirements:
Prine ipal Building
Minimum Lot Area
Minimum Lot Width at Building Line
Minimum Lot Depth
Minimum Front Yard
Minimum Side Yard, Interior
Minimum Side Yard, Street
Minimum Rear Yard
Maximum Percent of Lot Coverage

1 acre
100 ft.
150 ft.
40ft.
10 ft.
25 ft.
40ft.
20 o/o

Accessory Buildings, Minimum Setback from Lot Lines:
40 ft.
Front
25 ft.
Rear
Side
Same as principal building
2. 1

Accessory buildings used for processing, packaging and agricultural sales,
dairy barns, hog pens, poultry houses, or stables shall be no closer than one
hundred ( 100) feet to any lot or property I i ne.
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ARTICLE

VII

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS
Section 1.
Single Family Residential Districts, RE, R-laa, R-la, R-lb, R-lc, Multiple
Family Residential Districts, R-2 and R-3; RP, Residential - Professional Districts and
R-M, Mobile Home Park Districts. Within these districts as .shown on the Zoning Map of
Alachua County, Florida, the following Regulations shall apply:
{

Section 2.
2.1

Single Family Residential Districts RE 2

R-la~,

R-la, R-lb, and R-lc.

Uses Permitted
RE, R-laa, R-la, R-lb.
buildings thereto.

Single Family Dwellings and customary accessory ·

R-lc. Single Family Dwellings, Mobile Homes for living purposes and
customary accessory buildings thereto.
2.2

Lot and Building Requirements. The principal building and accessory
buildings shall be located and constructed in accordance with the
following requirements.

Principal Building
Minimum Lot Area
Minimum Lot Width
at Building Line
Minimum Lot Depth
Minimum Front Yard
Minimum Rear Yard
Minimum Side Yard
Interior
Hinimum Side Yard,
Street
Maximum Percent of
Lot Coverage
Maximum Percent of
Rear Yard Coverage
Maximum Building
Height

R-laa

RE

40,500 sq. ft.
150
270
40
40

ft.
ft.
ft.
ft.

20,000 sq. ft ·.
125
160
. 25
40

10,000 sq. ft.

8,500 sq. ft.

8,500 sq. ft.

ft.
ft.
ft.
ft.

85
90
25
20

ft.
ft.
ft.
ft.

10 ft.

10 ft.

10

ft.

15 ft.

15 ft.

15

ft.

100
90
25
20

ft.
ft.
ft.
ft.

R-lc *

R-lb

R-la

ft.
ft.
ft.
ft.

85
90
25
20

15 ft.

12.5 ft.

25 ft.

25 ft.

20 %

30 %

35 %

35 %

35

%

35 %

35 %

35 %

35 %

35

%

35 ft.

35 ft.

35 ft.

35 ft • .

35

ft.

..... •

,..

_./'

/

Accessory Buildings
Minimum Setback from
Lot Line, Rear
Minimum Setback from
r-'Got Line, Side

i<

2.3

7~ ft.
Same as
principal
building

7~ ft.
Same as
principal
building

7~ ft.
Same as
principal
building

7~ ft.
Same as
principal
building

7~
ft.
Same as
principal
building

Provided the lot is served by either a central water sys·tem or a sanitary
sewer service system, otherwise lot and building requirements shall be the
same as provided in the R-la district.
Required Utilities. No Building Permit shall be issued for any building · in
an R-lb district unless such property is served by a central water system or
a sanitary sewer service system.
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'·
Section 3 ..

3. 1

Multiple Family Residential Districts, R-2 and R-3.
Uses Permitted.
3. 1. 1 ·

R-2 Districts. Single famjly dwellings, multiple family dwellings up to and including four (4) units per building and
customary accessory buil~ings incidenta~ thereto.

3. 1.2

R-3 Districts. Single family dwellings, multiple family dwellings with no limit on number of units, rooming houses,
f_raternities, sororities, dormitories, ·and customary accessory.
buildings incidental to these uses permitted.

(

3.2

Lot and Building Requirements.
Princi~al Building

--

R-2

R-3

...
-

1 through 4

Living Units
Minimum
Lot. Area:
.
1 and 2 Units
3 Units and Over
,~

J

Unlimited

8, 500 sq . ft . 8, 500 sq. ft.
1 0, 000 sq . ft . 10, 000 sq . ft.

Minimum Lot Width at Bldg. Line:
1 and 2 Units
3 Units and Over

·-

85 ft.
100 ft.

85ft.
100 ft.

Minimum Lot Depth
Minin'lufTl Front Yard
Minimum Rear Yard

90ft.
25ft.
20ft.

90ft.
25 ft.
20ft.

Minimum Side Yard, Interior:
1 and 2 Units
3 Units and Over

10 ft.
10 ft.

Minimum Side Yard, Street
Maximum Building Height
Maximum Percent of Lot Coverage

15 ft.
35ft.
35 °/o

10 ft.
10 ft. pi us 6 11
for each foot of
bldg. height over
35 feet
15ft.
Unl imi'ted
35 o/o

Accesso~ Buildings

Minimum Setback From Lot Line:

(

Rear

7-1/4 ft.
Same as
principal
building

Side

}
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Section

4,

RP,, Res idential-

Profes~ l onal

Districts ,

--- ~- ~~~

4,I

~se__:, ~e~ :n i tted..:. Single family dwellings, mult iple family dwelling~ ! business
ond p ···ofe~ 5 ional :,ervi c es, excluding the retail sale of goods and commodi t ies
ond exc ludi,.,g personal services . Additional permitted uses shall include
r_ hu r- che5 ~ schools , clubs , lodge5 , fraternities ! sororities, dormitories ! roomi,.,g hou-;es . studio5 1 including donee, music and art, and customary buildings
in c ;dentol thereto , OH-~treet pa rk ing shall be permitted in all required
yo ~ ds .

4,2

Lot and

(

Buildi~g

Requirements ,

RP

~~·:n_~ I pa l Build i "'~-

Liv·ing Units
Minimum Lot A r eas ~
I Liv ing Unit or Non-Residential Use
2 Living Units
3 Living Units and Ove r
Minimum Lot Width at Building Line ~
I Livil"'g Unit or Non-Residential Use
2 Living Units
3 Living Units and Over
Mi,.,imum Lot Depth
Minimum Front Yard
Minimum Rear Ya rd

Minimum Side Yard , In t erior:
I Living Unit or Non-Residential Use
2 Li ving Units
3 Living Units and Over

I

Minimum Side Yard, Street
Maximum Bui Iding Height
Ma)<_i mum Percent of Lo t Coverage
Accessory Bui Idings
Minimum Set back from Lot Line, Rear
Minimum Setback from Lot Line, Side

35

u,.,l imited
8, 500 sq , ft.
8, 500 sq " ft.
I 0 , 000 sq , ft ,

85 ft '
85 ft '
l 00 ft.
90 ft
25 ft '
20ft , plus
s i.x inches
for each foot
of bui Iding
height over
35 feet
0

10ft.
10 ft
10 feet plus six (6)
inches for each foot
of building height
over 35 ft ,
15ft '
Unlimited
35 °/o
0

7-1/2 ft
Same as
principal
building
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5.

RM, Mobile Home Park Districts.

5.1

Uses Permitted. Mobile home parks, accessory structures,
incidental thereto, and the following accessory uses: recreational facilities, laundry facilities and office and mail
facilities.
The sale of new and used mobile homes shall be permitted
within the boundaries of an approved Mobile Home Park subject to the following conditions:
(a)

Purpose and Intent. The RM, Mobile Home Park District
is established for the purpose of providing a district
for mobile homes in approved parks, occupied as single
family dwellings, with the intent of creating an environment of a residential character, designed to enchance
living conditions and permitting only those uses, activities and services which are compatable with the residential environment. The RM, Mobile Home Park District is
a residential district, not a commercial district. The
following regulations are intended to protect the residential character of Mobile Home Parks.

(b)

Allowable Number. The number of mobile homes for sale
shall not exceed ten (10) percent of the total number
of approved mobile home spaces in the Mobile Home Park.

(c)

Location. Mobile homes for sale shall be located only
on approved mobile home spaces in the Mobile Home Park
and subject to the same setbacks and yard requirements
as occupied mobile homes.

(d)

Maintenance. There shall be no renovating, overhaul,
or repair to mobile homes offered for sale within the
Mobile Home Park. However, customary maintenance shall
be permitted, such as would be allowed for an occupant
while living in a mobile home.

(e)

Advertising. There shall be no advertising signs,
banners, pennants, or any type of display advertising
mobile homes for sale, except that one (1) sign not
over 18" x 24" shall be permitted to be posted on each
mobile home offered for sale.
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5.2

Approval of Mobile Home Parks. No mobile home park may hereafter be
developed or expanded until the site plan there of has the approval
of the Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County, which approval
shall be given, provided the plans as submitted meet ~he requirements
contained in this Resolution.

5.3

Contents of Plans. Complete site plans for mobile home parks shall be
submitted at a scale no less than fifty (SO) feet to the inch and shall
show:

5.4

(a)

the area and dimensions of the proprosed Mobile Home Park.

(b)

the layout of streets, driveways and off-street parking spaces.

(c)

the location of water lines, sanitary sewer lines, natural gas
lines, manholes, fire hydrants and street lights.

(d)

a preliminary drainage plan for the Mobile Home Park prepared
by a registered engineer.

(e)

location and dimensions of all buffers, office structures, utility
buildings, recreation areas, signs, entrance ornamentations, and
similar uses.

Development Requirements. The park shall be designed and constructed in
accordance with the following requirements:
(a)

Size and Density. The minimum area allowable for a park shall be
five (5) acres and the maximum density of mobile homes within
the park shall be nine (9) mobile homes per gross acre.
(Gross
acreage includes all land area within the approved Mobile Home
Park boundaries).

(b)

Mobile Home Space. Each mobile home space shall be clearly defined
on the ground and shall abut on a street or on a driveway with
unobstructed access to a street, and each mobile home space shall
contain no more than one (1) mobile home and accessory structures.
(1)

Each single family mobile home space shall contain a minimum
of three thousand (3,000) Square feet and shall be at least
forty (40) feet wide at the building line. Each multiple
family mobile home space shall contain a minimum of twentyfive hundred (2,500) square feet for each living unit, and
shall be at least forty (40) feet wide at the building line.

(2)

Minimum yards required between mobile homes or any enclosed
appurtenances and lot lines shall be:
front yard
side yard
rear yard

8 feet
5 feet
5 feet
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(c)

Street and Driveway Improvements. All street and driveways shall be
paved in accordance with the specifications as set forth in the
Alachua County Subdivision Regulations and shall have a minimum pavement width of twenty (20) feet.

(d)

Street Lighting. All streets or driveways within the park shall be
lighted at night with electric lights providing a minimum average
illumination of 0 . 2 footcandles.

(e)

Required Utilities.

(

(1)

Electrical Supply. An electrical outlet supplying at least one
hundred ten (110) volts with adequate current to provide the
needs of each mobile home shall be provided for each trailer
space. All such outlets shall be weather proof.

(2)

Water Supply. An adequate supply of pure water for drinking
and domestic purposes shall be supplied by pipes to all building
and mobile home spaces within the Park, to meet the requirements
of the Park. Each mobile home space shall be provided with a col
water tap. An adequate supply of hot water shall be provided at
all times in the service buildings for all bathing, washing,
cleasing and laundry facilities.

(3)

Sanitary Sewer Service. A central sanitary sewer system shall
be provided with connectors to each mobile home space. Waste
from showers, bath tubs, flush toilets, urinals, lavatories,
slop sinks, and laundries in service and other buildings with
in the Park shall be discharged into a public or private sewer
system meeting the requirements of the County Health Department
and the State Department of Health and Rehabilitation, services
of Division of Health.

(f)

Garbage Recepticles. Approved garbage cans with tight fitting
covers shall be provided in quantities adequate to permit disposal no farther than three hundred (300) feet from any mobile
home space. The cans shall be kept in good repair at all times.
Garbage and rubbish shall be collected and disposed of as frequently as may be necessary to insure that the garbage cans shall
not overflow. The use of a central garbage collection system
shall be permitted as an alternative.

(g)

Fire Protection. Every Park shall have adequate fire fighting
facilities and be approved by the County Engineer and meet the
following requirements:
(1) Central Water Supply
(2) Six Inch Water Main
(3) Water Pressure: 20 PSI
(4) Fire Flow: 500 GPM in addition to normal domestic supply
on Hydrant supply lines.
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(5)

Hydrants Spacing:

1000 feet Maximum

No open fires shall be permitted at any place which may
endanger life or property. No fires shall be left unattended at any time.
(h)

Required Recreational Area. A minimum of five (5) percent of
the gross land area within the park boundaries shall be designed
for use as park recreation area.

(i)

Required Buffers.

(

(1)

Mobile home parks shall be surrounded by buffer strips
at least ten (10) feet in depth on the sides and rear
and twenty-five (25) feet in depth along the front;
provided however, that no side or rear buffer is required
between adjacent mobile home development.

(2)

Buffers shall be landscaped and maintained, and shall
otherwise be unoccupied except for below ground utility
facilities, entrance streets, sig~s or entrance ornamentations.

(j)

Screening. Any portion of the property of a Mobile Home Park
abutting any residential, business or industrial district
shall be screened therefrom by a four (4) foot masonry wall
of solid face construction or an approved fence with a
minimum height of four (4) feet screened from the residential
side by dense evergreen foliage maintained to a minimum
height of four (4) feet. Such screening shall be erected
and maintained ?Y the owners of the Mobile Home Park property.

(k)

Parking. At least one (1) paved off-street parking space
m1n1mum eight and one half by eighteen feet (8-~ x 18')
shall be provided for each mobile home lot.
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ARTICLE

VIII

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

(

SECTION 1.
Planned Unit Development District. Within this district as
shown on the zoning map of Alachua County, Florida, the following Regulations
shall apply:
SECTION

2.

Intent and Purpose, Permitted Uses:

A.
Intent and Purpose: It is the purpose of this article to permit Planned Unit Developments which are intended to encourage ·the development
of land as planned communities; encourage flexible and creative concepts of
site planning; preserve the natural amenities of the land by encouraging
scenic and functional open areas; accomplish a more desirable environment than
would be possible through the strict application of the minimum requirements
of this regulation; provide for an efficient use of land resulting in smaller
networks of utilities and streets and thereby lowering development and housing
costs; and provide a stable environmental character compatible with surrounding
areas.
B.
Permitted Uses:
include the following:

SECTION

The uses permitted within this district shall

1.

Residential units, including single-family attached and detached
dwellings, two-family dwellings and multiple-family dwellings.

2.

Churches, schools, community or club buildings and similar public
and semi-public facilities

3.

Nonresidential uses, including commercial or retail uses, industrial uses and offices, clinics and professional uses.

3.

Definitions:

In addition to the definitions contained in Article III of the
Zoning Regulations, the following terms, phrases, words and derivations shall
have the following meaning:
A.
Common Open Space: An area of land, or an area of water, or
combination of land and water within the area of a Planned Unit Development
which is designed and intended for the use or enjoyment of residents of the
Planned Unit Development in common. Common open space may contain such recreation structures and improvements as are desirable and appropriate for the
common benefit and enjoyment of residents of the Planned Unit Development.
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B.
Gross Acreage: The total number of acres within the perimeter
boundaries of a Planned Unit Development.

(

C.
Land Owner: The legal or beneficial owner or owners of all the
land proposed to be included in a Planned Unit Development; the holder of an
option or a contract to purchase; or a person having possessory rights of equal
dignity will be deemed to be a land owner for the purpose of this Regulation,
so long as the consent to the Planned Unit Development of the owners of all
other interest in the land concerned is obtained.
D.
Net Acreage: The total number . of acres within the perimeter
boundaries of a Planned Unit Development excluding areas devoted to streets,
rights-of-way, easements, lakes, public and private open space and recreation
area.
E.
Planned Unit Development: An area of land devoted by its owner
to development as a single entity for a number of dwelling units and complemen~
tary commercial uses in accordance with a plan which does not necessarily comply
with the provisions of Articles I through XIII with respect to lot size, lot
coverage, setbacks, off-street parking, bulk or type .of dwelling, density and
other restrictions.
F.
Plan: The proposal for development of a Planned Unit Development, including a plat of subdivision, all covenants, grants of easement and
other .conditions relating to use, location and bulk of buildings, density development, common open space and public facilities. The plan shall include such
information as required by Section 4 of this Article.
SECTION

4.

Procedure for Approval of a Planned Unit Development:

The procedure for obtaining a change in zoning district for the
purposes of undertaking a Planned Unit Development shall be as follows:
A.
Planned Unit Development Zoning and Master Plan Approval: The
applicant shall submit to the Zoning Commission his request for change to Planned
Unit Development zoning classification and a proposed Master Land Use Plan containing the following exhibits:
1.

A vicinity map showing the location of the proposed Planned Unit
Development, relationship to surrounding streets and thoroughfares,
existing zoning on the site and surrounding areas and existing land
use on the site and surrounding areas.

2.

A boundary survey and legal description of the property.

3.

A topographic survey. The most recent U.S.G.S. topographic survey
may be utilized if no better topographic information is available.
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4.

A Master Plan showing proposed land uses, open space and streets
and thoroughfares.

5.

A table showing acreage for each category of land use and a
table of proposed maximum and average densities for residential '
land uses.

6.

A proposed utility service plan including sanitary sewers, storm
drainage and potable water supply.

7.

A statement indicating the .type of legal instruments that will
be created and provide for the management of common areas.

Thereafter, the application shall be processed as any other
zoning application in accordance with the provision of these Regulations.
B.
Final Development Plan: If rezoning approval for the Planned Unit
Development is granted, within twelve (12) months the applicant shall submit to
the Zoning Administrator for his approval a Final Development Plan covering all
of the approved Master Plan. The Final Development Plan shall include the following exhibits:
1.

2.

3.

A statement of objectives:
a.

The general purpose of the proposed development.

b.

The general character of the proposed development.

A topographic map drawn to scale of one hundred (100) feet to
one (1) inch by a registered surveyor and/or engineer showing:
a.

The location of existing property or right-of-way lines
both for private property and public property, streets,
buildings, water courses, transmission lines, sewers,
bridges, culverts and drain pipes, water mains and any
public utility easements.

b.

Wooded areas, streams, lakes, marshes and any other physical
conditions affecting the site.

c.

Existing contours shown at a contour interval of one (1)
foot.

A development plan drawn at a scale of one hundred {100) feet
to one (1) inch and showing:
a.

The boundaries of the site, topography and proposed grading
plan.

b.

Width, location and names of surrounding streets.
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c.

Surrounding land use.

d.

Proposed streets and street names and other vehicular
and pedestrian circulation systems including off-street
parking.

e.

The use, size and location of all proposed building
sites.

f.

Location and size of common open spaces and public or
semi-public areas.

A. utility service plan showing:
a.

Existing drainage and sewer lines.

b.

The disposition of sanitary waste and storm water.

c.

The source of potable water.

d.

Location and width of all utility easements or rightsof-way.

e.

Plans for the special disposition of storm water drainage
when it appears that said drainage could substantially
harm a body of surface water.

A landscaping plan showing:
a.

Landscaped areas.

b.

Location, height and material for walks, fences, walkways,
and other man-made landscape features.

c.

Any special landscape features such as, but not limited to,
man-made lakes, land sculpture and waterfalls.

Statistical information:
a.

Total acreage of the site.

b.

Maximum building coverage expressed as a percent of the
area.

c.

Area of land devoted to landscaping and/or open space useable
for recreation purposes expressed as a percent of the total
site area.

d.

Calculated density for the proposed section.
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The substance of covenants, grants, easements or other restrictions to be imposed on the use of the land, buildings and structures, including proposed easements for public and private utilities.

C.
No building permit shall be issued for any portion of a proposed
Planned Unit Development until the Final Development Plan has been approved.
D.
Revision of Planned Unit Development: Any proposed major or substantial change in the approved Planned Unit Development which affects the intent
and character of the development, the densfty or land use pattern, the location
or dimension of streets or similar substantial changes shall be reviewed by the
Zoning Commission and by the Board of County Commissioners in the same manner
as the initial application. A request for a revision of the development plan
shall be supported by a written statement demonstrating the reasons the revisions
are necessary or desirable. Minor changes which do not effect the intent or
character of the development may be approved by the Zoning Administrator.
E.
Planned Unit Development Time Limitations: If substantial construction, as determined by the Zoning Administrator, has not begun within two (2)
years after approval of the Planned Unit Development under Section 4A hereof, the
approval of the Planned Unit Development will lapse.
At its discretion and for good cause, the Board of County Commissioners may extend for one (1) additional year the period for beginning construction. If the approved Planned Unit Development lapses under this provision,
the Zoning Administrator shall cause the Planned Unit Development district to
be removed from the official zoning ·map, mail a notice by registered mail of
revocation to the owner and reinstate the zoning district which was in effect
prior to the approval of the Planned Unit Development.
F.
Deviation From the Development Plan: Any unapproved deviation
from the accepted development plan shall institute a breach of agreement between
the applicant and the County. Such deviation may cause the Board of County Commissioners to immediately revoke the development plan until such time as the
deviations are corrected or become a part of the accepted .development plan.
SECTION

5.

Development Standards for Planned Unit Development:
The development standards for Planned Unit Development are as

follows:
A.
Size of Planned Unit Developments: The minimum size parcel to
be considered for Planned Unit Development shall be ten (10) acres. However, if
the Planned Unit Development is to include a combination of nonresidential uses
and residential uses, the parcel must contain a minimum of twenty (20) acres.
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B.
Relation to Zoning Districts: An approved Planned Unit Development shall be considered to be a separate zoning district in which the development plan, as approved, establishes the restrictions and regulations according
to which the development shall occur. Upon approval, the official Zoning Map will
be changed to indicate the area as Planned Unit Development.
·
C.
Density: The average density permitted in each Planned Unit Development shall be established by the Board of County Commissioners upon recommendation of the Zoning Commission. The criteria for establishing an average density
includes existing surrounding density, density permitted by the existing zoning
classification, adequacy of existing and proposed public facilities and services
and site characteristics.
D.
Dimensional and Bulk Restrictions: The location of all proposed
building sites shall be shown on the Final Development Plan, subject to the minimum lot sizes, setback lines, lot coverage or floor area, specified in the Master
Plan as approved by the Board of County Commissioner~.
E.
Common Open Space: At least five percent (5%) of the area covered
by a Final Development Plan shall be useable, common open space owned and operated
by the developer or dedicated to a home-owner association or similar group. Pro•
vided, that in establishing the density per gross acre, the Board of County Commissioners may increase the percentage of common open space in order to carry out
the intent and purpose as set forth in Section 2 hereof.
F.
Access and Parking: All streets, thoroughfares and access ways
shall be designed to effectively relate to the major thoroughfare plans of Alachua
County. Adequate off-street parking shall be provided.
G.
Perimeter Requirements: The Board of County Commissioners may
impose the requirement that structures, buildings and streets located at the
perimeter of the development be permanently screened to protect the privacy
of the adjacent existing uses.
H.
Control of Area Following Completion: After co~pletion of a
Planned Unit Development, the use of the land and/or modification or alteration
of any buildings or structures within the area covere~ by the plan shall continue
to be regulated in accordance with the approved development plan except as otherwise provided for herein.
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1.

Minor extensions, alterations or modifications of existing
buildings or structures may be permitted after review and
approval by the Zoning Administrator, provided they are substantially consistent with the purposes and intent of the
development plan.

2.

Substantial change in permitted uses, location of buildings
or other specifications of the development plan may be permitted following public hearing and approval by the Board of
County Commissioners upon receipt of the recommendation of
the Zoning Commission .

. I.
Nonresidential Construction: No nonresidential use, nor any
building devoted primarily to a nonresidential use shall be built or established prior to substantial completion of the residential buildings or uses
it is intended to serve, if any.
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ARTICLE

IX

HOSPITAL- MEDICAL DISTRICTS

Section · 1.
HM, Hospital - Medical Districts. Within this district as shown on the
Zoning Map of Alachua County, Florida, the following Regulations shall apply:
1. 1

1. 2

1. 3

Uses Permitted.
1.1.1

Single family dwellings, multiple family dwellings, rooming houses,
hotels, and motels.

1. 1. 2

Hospitals for human care, nursing homes, medical or dental offices,
clinics for medical or dental practice, and clinical laboratories.

1. 1. 3

Churches, schools and dormitories •.

1. 1.4

Pharmacies devoted exclusively to the preparation and retailing of
drugs, medicines, surgical and orthopedic supplies.

Accessory Uses Permitted.
Within each hospital, clinic, medical or dental
building, accessory uses may be permitted for the convenience of employees, _
patients and visitors, provided that such uses shall be confined to the interior of such building, and that access to such accessory uses shall be from
within a lobby or corridor of the principal building. There shall be no advertising or visible indication of such accessory uses from the outside of the
principal building. Such accessory uses may include, but not be limited to,
the sale of foods and beverages, periodicals, tobaccos, and other convenience
items.
Lot and Building Requirements. The principal building and accessory buildings shall be located and constructed in compliance with the following requirements:
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Prine i pal Bui Iding

HM

,

Minimum Lot Area:
1 through 4 Units
5 Units and Over
Hospitals and Clinics

8, 500 sq. ft.
10, 000 sq. ft.
10, 000 sq • ft .

Minimum Lot Width at Bui Iding Lines:

85 ft.
100 ft.
100 ft.

1 through 4 Units
5 Units and Over
Hospitals and Clinics

25 ft.

Minimum Front Yard
Minimum Side Yard, Interior:

10. ft.
10ft. plus six inches for
each foot of building height over 35 ft.
15 ft.

1 and 2 stories
2 stories and over
Minimum Side Yard, Streets

20 ft. pi us 6 inches for each
foot of building height over 35 feet

Minimum Rear Yard

Maximum Percent of Lot Coverage

40 °/o

Ma>cimum Building Height

None

Accessory Buildings:
Acc.es!,ory buildings may be erected on any lot provided that such buildings are erected only in the permitted building area or the rear yard. Accessory buildings shall not
cover more than thirty (30) percent of any required rear yard and shall be located at
least seven and one half ( 7- 1/2) feet from all lot lines and from any other building on the same lot. Accessory buildings over one (1) story in height shall comply
with the same yard setback requirements applicable to the principal building.
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ARTICLE.

X

BUSINESS DISTRICTS
I'

Section · 1 , AP, Administrative and Professional District; BP, Business and Professional; BR,
· su~~·ess~-~Re•aiTSales and Services; BH, Highway Oriented Business; BW, Wholesale and
Ware-housT;g;oo"dMB~s~;si;;'~Ma~ine. Within these districts as shown on the Zoning Map
·ofAioc~a-Cou"'ty, Florida, the followin-g Regulations shall apply~
Section

2.
2~

AP_. Administrative and Professional District.
1

Uses Permitted.

2. 1. 1

Offices of physicians, dentists, osteopaths, chiropractors, opticians
or other professional persons ·concerned with improving personal or
community health.

2. 1. 2

Offices of architects, engineers, artists or other persons employed
in the graphic arts.

2 • .,. 3

Offices in which personnel will be employed for work in one or more
of the following fields:
Executive, administrative, legal, writing, clerical, stenographic, accounting, insurance, real estate, mortgage loan
service or other similar enterprises.

2. 2 .. Lot

a~d Building Requirements

Minimum Lot Area
Minimum Lot Width at Building Line
M·i n i mum Lot Depth
Minimum Front Yard .
Minimum Rear Yard
Minimum Side Yard, Interior
An additional four (4) inches of side yard shall
be required for each additional foot of building
height over
Minimum Side Yard, Street
Maximum Percentage of Lot Coverage
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5 , 000 sq . ft.
50
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25
10
5

feet
feet
feet
feet
feet
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15 feet
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2. 1

Uses Permitted . Professional services, business services, personal services,
ondp:T~ote i~s+.lutions, parks, government Ol"d commu11ity buildings,
multiple fom;ly dwell;,.,gs of four (4) or more units per building, studios,
dubs and lodges , hospitals, ·~ererinorions, churches, funeral homes, and
~u~sif'g homes .

2.2

Uses Proh;biteci. Si~gie family dwel'lings, the retail sole of goods and commodities except a~ occes-,ory 10 o11y of the uses· permitted, and such other
uses as not eJ(p:es!>ly pe;miued for this district.

2.3

!ot and Buildi~g Req0!rements .

r

p-ubnc

BP

· Minimum Lot Area:
Busi!"less and Professional Uses
5, 000 sq . ft.
Apartment Sui Idings
10, 000 sq . ft.
Mi11imum Lot Width at Building Line:
Business and Professiol"ol Uses
50 feet
Apartment Bui Idings
I 00 feet
Minimum Lot Depth
100 feet
25 feet
Minimum Front Yard
Minimum Rear Yard
10 feet
Minimum Side Yard, Interior:
Business ·and Professional Uses
5 feet
Apartment Buildings
10 feet
An additional four (4) inches of side
yard obutt i l"g another lot shol I be required for each additional foot of building
height over thirty fi\te {35) feet.

15 feet
Unlimited
4Q 0k

Minimum Side Yard from Street
Maximum Building Height
Maximum Percent of Lot Coverage
A~cessory

Sui ldings .

Minimum Setback from Lot Line
Rear and Side

49a

7-1/2 feet
Same

<;:JS

principal building
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3.

BR, Retail Sales and Services.

3. 1

Uses Permitted. Professional services, personal services, business services, .
retafl sales and services, Type "A"- restaurants, cocktail lounges, bars,
t·averns, hotels and motels, and night clubs within the principal

--------------~

building; and excluding automotive· sales and services and aervice
stations.

3.2

. Lot and Building Requirements.
Minimum Lot Area

BR
5,000 sq. ft.

Minimum Lot Width at Building Line

so ft.

Minimum Lot Depth

l 00 ft.

Minimum Front Yard

25ft.

Minimum Rear Yard

None

'

Exc.e pt where such rear yard abuts a residential
district, a setback of five (5) feet shall be re. · qui red.
1s ft.

Minimum Side Yard, Street

Section

4.

4. 1

Maxi mum Percent of lot Coverage

100 °k of the
permitted building
area

Maximum Building Height

Unlimited

BH, Highway Oriented Business Services.
u~es Permitted. ProfessionqJ services, personal services, retail sales and
services, hotels and motels, multiple family dwellings of four (4) or more
units per building, cocktail lounges and night clubs within the principal
building and as accessory to hotels and motels; types "A 11 , "S ", and "C"
restaurants and service stations; but excluding maior repairs, paint and
body .works, commercial recreation and entertainment uses •

••

...
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4. 2

Lot and Building Requirements.

4 . 2. 1 All Permitted Uses Except Multiple Family Dwellings.
BH
5, 000 sq. H. ·

Minimum Lot Area
Minimum Lot Width at Building lirie

50ft.

Minimum Lot Depth

100 ft.

Minimum Front Yard

25 ft.

Except where sue h rear yard abuts
a residential district, a setback of
five (5) feet shall be required :
Minimum Side Yard, Street

4.2.2

Section

15 ft.

Maximum Percent of Lot Coverage

100 °/o of the permitted bui Iding area

Maximum Building Height

Unlimited

Multiple Family Dwellings. Multiple family dwellings as permitted in this district shall meet the lot and building requirements as
provided for R-3 districts, Section 2. 2., Article VII of these Regulations.

5.

BA, Automotive Oriented Business.

5. I

Uses Permitted.
Business services, professional services, personal services, retail sales and services, Types "A", "B", and "C" restaurants,
bars, taverns, drive-in theaters, service stations, sale of new and used
automotbiles, truck sales, trailer rental and sales, motels, hotels, cocktail lounges, night clubs, and auto repair facilities including overhauling,
major repairs, paint and body works, commercial recreation and entertainment uses; but excluding mobile homes sales and rental.
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5.2

Lot and Building Requirements.

BA

5, 000 sq. ft •

Minimum Lot Area

50 ft.

Minimum Lot Width at Building Line
Minimum Lot Depth

100 ft.

Minimum Front Yard

. 25 ft.

Mini mum front setbacks as estab I ished
by the required setback from the center1ine of the street according to street
classification.
None

Minimum Rear Yord
Except where such rear yard abuts a
residential district, a setback of five
(5) feet shall be required.
Minimum Side Yard, Street
Maxi mum Percent of Lot Coverage

Maximum Building Height
Section

15 ft • .
100 o/o of permitted
bui I ding area.
Unlimited

6.

BW, Wholesale and Warehousing.

6.1

Uses Permitted. Professional services, business services, personal services,
retail sales and services, hotels, motels, night clubs, bars, taverns, cocktai I lounges, recreation and entertainment, drive-in establishments, types
11
A", "B", and "C" restaurants, service stations, automotive sales and services, wholesale, warehousing, trucking facilities, freight terminals, moving and storage uses.

6.2

Lot and Building Requirements.

5, 000 sq. ft.

Mi, i mum Lot Area
Minimum Lot Width at Building Line

50 ft.
100 ft.

Minimum Lot Depth
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6.2

_l:._9t and Building Requirements

(Continued)

BW

Minimum Front Yard

25 ft.

Minimum Rear Yard

None

Except that where such rear yard abuts
a residential district, a .setback of five
(5) feet shall be required.

Section

Maximum Percent of Lot Coverage

100 percent of permitted
building area.

Maximum Building Height

Unlimited

7.

MB, Business Marine.

7. I

Uses Permitted.
All uses permitted in the BR districts, and in addition,
boat sales and services, including the sale of fuel and lubricants to boats
only, boat storage and repair, and fish camps.

7.2

Lot and Building Requirements.

Same as BA districts.

Section 8.
General Provisions for Business Districts.
Within all "B" districts as
shown on the Zoning Map .of Alachua County, Florida, the following Regulations shall
apply:
8. 1

Facing of Business Uses.
When applicable, business uses shall face other
business or commercial districts across a street if within a business or industrial zone, and shall not face residential zones which may front on an intersecting or rear street adjacent to such business or commercial zone.

8. 2

Access to Business Uses. Where business district property abuts two (2)
streets, and where that portion of such street abutting business district
property also abuts any residential district, access to such business district
property shall be provided only from the street not abutting a residential
district .

8.3

Screening of Business Property. Any lot in a business or industrial zone
·a butting property used for single family dwelling purposes in a single family residential district shall provide screening for protection of t;,e residential property as follows:

t5:3
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a.

A continuous masonry wall of not more than twenty five (25) percent
open face construction, six (6) feet in height shall be provided. Such
wall shall be erected and maintained by the owner or occupant of th'e
business property.

b.

On any lot in a business zone which abuts a lot lying within a residential zone, there shall be provided a minimum setback of five (5)
feet for the principal building and accessory buildings on the property in the business zone along property . I ines abutting properties
existing within a residential .zone.

8.4

Conduct ofBusiness Uses.
All principal uses in any BP, BR, and BH districts shall be contained within completely enclosed buildings, except as
otherwise provided herein. This shall prohibit any outdoor storage or display of goods and commodities not contained within a completely enclosed
building. However, off-street parking lots shall be permitted in each of
these districts outside of a completely enclosed building.

8.5

Shopping Centers.
Shopping centers shall be permitted in any BH, BR,
and BA districts provided that such shopping centers meet the requirements
set forth in Section 34, Article IV, of this Resolution •
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ARTICLE

XI

INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS
I'

Section 1.
MS, Local Service Industrial Districts; and MP, Manufacturing, Industrial
Districts. Within these districts, as shown on the Zoning Map of Alachua County, Florida,
the following Regulations shall apply:
Section

2.

2. 1

2.2

MS, Local Ser.v ice Industrial Districts.
Uses Permitted.
Business services, professional services, personal services,
. -;:-e-tail"roTes and services, types "A", ''B", and 11 ( 11 restaurants, bars, taverns, cocktail lounges, lumber and building supplies, automotive sales and
serv kes, heating and air conditioning, sheet metal works, welding, plumbing sales, and fabrication, electrical, laundries and dry cleaning, bakeries,
bottling plants, printing, manufacturing and processing confined within
closed buildings, and subject to performance standards as set forth in this
Article, and wholesale, warehousing, trucking and moving, storage and
freight depots, living units as accessory to permitted uses, and single family dwellings on existing lots of record including other uses permitted in the
same lot as accessory uses.
Lot and Building Requirements:

MS

Minimum Lot Area
5, 000 sq • ft.
Single family dwellings, business and
professional-uses, and industrial uses
Minimum Lot Width at Building Line
50 ft.
Single family dwellings, business and
professional uses, and industrial uses
Mini mum Lot Depth
100 ft.
Minimum Front Yard
25 ft.
Minimum Rear Yard
10 ft.
Except where the rear yard abuts, and
is used for access to, a railroad siding
Minimum Side Yard, Interior
Single family dwellings, business and professional uses, and industrial uses except
where the side yard abuts, and is used for
access to, a railroad siding. An additional
four (4) inches of side yard abutting another
lot shall be required for each additional
foot of building height
35ft.
Maximum Side Yard from Street
15 ft.
Maximum Building Height
Unlimited
Maximum Percent of Lot Coverage
40%
Minimum Setback from Lot Line of Accessory Buildings
5 ft.
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3.

MP, Manufacturing Industrial District.

3. 1

Uses Permitted. Professional services, business services, retail sales and
services, manufacturing, or industrial uses, research laboratories, wholesale, warehousing, trucking, moving, storage and freight depots, and junk
yards. The retail sale of goods and commodities shall be permitted only as
accessory to the principal industrial uses.

3. 2

Lot and Building Requirements. The principal building and acces.sory buildings shall be located in accordance with the following requirements:
MP

20, 000 sq. ft.

Minimum Lot Area
Minimum Lot Frontage

100 ft.

Minimum Front Yard ·

25 ft.

Minimum Side Yard:
Interior
Street
Minimum Rear Yard

15 ft.
25 ft.
15 ft.

Maximum Percent of Lot Coverage

70 °/o

Maximum Building Height

None

Section 4.
Performance Standards.
All uses in industrial districts shall comply with
the standards set forth in this Section regulating the emission or existence of dangerous,
detrimental and objectionable elements.
4. 1

Measurement at the point of emission shall be determined for the following
items:
a.

Fire and Explosion Hazards. All activities and all storage of imflammable and explosive materials at any point shall be provided with adequate safety devices against the hazards of fire and explosion including adequate fire-fighting and fire suppression equipment.

b.

Radioactive Elements.
There shall be no radiation emitted from radio- ·
active mat eriols or by-products exceeding a dangerous level of radioactive emissions at any point. Radiation limitations shall not exceed
quantities established as safe by the U.S. Bureau of Standards.
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Electromagnetic Interference.
For the purpose of these Regulations, electromagnetic interference shall be defined as disturbances of an elect romagnetic nature which are generated by the use of electrical equipment, other than planned and intentional sources of electromagnetic energy, which would interfere with the proper operation of electromagnetic
receptors of quality and proper design.
No person shall operate or cause to be operated., any planned or intentional source of electromagnetic radiation for such purposes as communication, experimentation, entertainment, broadcasting, heating, navigation, therapy, vehicle velocity measurement, weather survey, aircraft
detection, topographical survey, personal pleasure, or any other use directly or indirectly associated with these purposes which does not comply
with the current regulations of the Federal Communications Commission
regarding such sources of electromagnetic radiation. Further, said operations in compliance with the Federal Communications Commission regulations shall be unlawful if such radiation causes an abnormal degradation
of performance of other electromagnetic radiators or electromagnetic receptors of quality and proper design ·because of proximity, primary field,
blanketing, spurious re-radiation, conducted energy in power or telephone systems, or harmonic content.
The determination of "abnormal degradation of performance" and of "quality and proper design" shall be made in accordance with good engineering
practices as defined in the latest principals and standards of the American
Institute of Electrical Engineers, the Institute of Radio Engineers, and the
Radio Manufacturers' Association. In case of any conflict between the
latest standards and principals of the above groups, the following precedence of interpretation of the standards and principals shall apply: (1)
American Institute of Electrical Engineers; (2) Institute of Radio Engineers; and (3) Rod io Manufacturers • Assocat ion.
Recognizing the special nature of many of the operations which will be
conducted because of the research and educational activities, it shall be
unl6wful for any person, firm, or corporation to operate or cause to be
operated, to maintain or cause to be maintained any planned or intentional source of electromagnetic energy, the radiated power from which
exceeds one thousand (1, 000) watts, without a permit.

d.

Smoke, Dust, and Dirt.· There shall be no emission of visible smoke,
dust, dirt, fly ash, or any particulate matter from any pipes, vents or
other openings, or from any other source, into the -air. All fuel shall be
either smokeless in nature or shall be used so as to prevent any emission
of visible smoke, fly ash or cinders into the air.
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e.

Fumes, Vapors and Gases. There shall be no emission of any fumes, vapors,
or gases of a noxious, toxic or corrosive nature which can cause any damage
or irritation to health, animals, vegetation, or to any form of property.

f.

Industrial Wastes.
There shall be no discharge at any point of I iquid or
solid wastes into any pub I ic sewage disposal system which will overload
such system or create detrimental effects in the flow and treatment of pub1ic sewage. There shall be no disharge of any industrial wastes into any
private sewage disposal systems, stream, or into the ground of a kind or nature which may contaminate any water supply o·r otherwise cause the emission of dangerous or objectionable elements of conditions. There shall be
no accumulation of solid wastes conducive to the breeding of rodents or insects.

4. 2

Measurements of the emission at the property I ine on which the principal
use is located shall be detemined for the following items:

a.

Vibration.
There shall be no perceptible-earth vibration. All stamping
machines, punch presses, press brakes, hot forgings, steam, board hammers
or similar devices shall be placed on shock absorption mountings and on
suitable reinforced concrete footings. No machine shall be loaded beyond
the capacity as described by the manufacturers.

b.

Heat, Cold, Dampness or Movement of Air.
Activities which shall produce any adverse effect on the temperature, motion, or humidity of the
atmosphere beyond the lot I ine shall not be permitted.

c.

Noise.
The permitted level of noise or sound emission at the property line
of the lot on which the principal use is located shall not exceed the values
given in the following table in any octave band of frequency. The sound
pressure level shall be measured with a Sound Level Meter and an Octave
Band Analyzer that conforms to specifications pub I ished by the American
Standards Association.
MAXIMUM SOUND PRESSURE IN DECIBELS

( 1 Decibel = 0. 0002 Dynes Per Square Centimeter)
·

District
-MP .
MS

Cycles Per Second

70
65
·57
50
44
38
32
, 30

75 150
75 150- 300
300- 600
600- 1,200
1,200 - 2,400
2,400- 4, 800
4,800- Over

Below

58

-

73
68
60
53
47
41
35
33

,.
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d. .

Odor.

There shall be no emission of odorous gases or other odorous matt-;:-fn such quantities as to be offensive at the points of measurement. Any
process ·which may involve the creation or emission of any such odors shall
be provided with both a primary and a secondarysafeguard system so that
control may be maintained in the event of failure of the primary safeguard
system. There is hereby established, as a guide in determining such quantities of offensive odors, Chapter 5, "Air Pollut_ion Abatement Manual",
Copyright 1951 , by Manufacturing Chemists; Incorporated, Washington,

D.C.
e·.

Glare.
There shall be no direct or sky reflected glare, whether from
floodlights, high temperature processing, combustion, welding, or otherwise so as .to be visible at the spe~ified points of measurement.
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ARTICLE

XII

PUBLIC USES

Section 1.
Application. All uses of public land and public buildings not otherwise pro~
vlded for in this Resolut ion shall be subject to the Regulations of this Article .
.
Section 2 .
Public Uses , Public uses as defined in this -Resolution, not including rental
or lease of any landorbuildings by a public body, except public owned utility buildings and
areas, shall comply with the following Regulations:
2. 1

Uses · Permitted.

2. 1. 1

Any pub I ic use may be permitted in accordance with an approved
plat of any subdivision or development on which there is estab1ished and identified specific areas for pub I ic uses.
Any public use may be permitted in any district provided that the
request for such use is officially made to the Zoning Commission
by the pub I ic body desiring such use. The Zoning Commission shall
hold a public hearing on such request after giving fifteen (15) days
notice ofthe time and place of such hearing. The Zoning Commission shall determine whether or not such requested use is necessary,
and if the necessity is established, there shall be further estab-.
I ished recommended requirements to be met concerning such use. Tht
Zoning Commission's recommendation shall be forwarded to the Boarc
of County Commissioners for final action.

2. 1. 3

Public uses existing at the time of the effective date of this Resolution and as indicated on the Zoning Map, ore hereby established
as conforming pub I ic uses.

Section 3.
Government Owned Public Utilities. Request for the use of any land or building for any public utility owned and operated by any government body, shall be submitted to the
Zoning Commission by the requesting governmental body for the Zoning Commission's study and
recommendation . The Zoning Commission shall consider the recommendations made by the respective government's engineer or other specialists as it may designata., in reference to site locations and other considerations for these uses. The Zoning Commission shall hold a public hear·
ing on such request after giving fifteen (15) days notice of the time and place of such hearing.
The tecommen_dations of the Zoning Commission shall be forwarded to the Board of County Commissioners for final action.

•
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Section 4.
Pri vately Owr'ed Publ i c Ut i lities.
The use of laf'ld and buildings by
privately owned public utility companies srall be permitted in acco rdance with d·e following regulations:

,.
4,!

Public utdi•ies l"lO'

ov.t,..ed a,d ope ·ared by a public body, if'lcllJdif'lg

telep~one and telegrap~. , electricity, natural and a1ificial · gas, shall

be per mitted in any dist .. ic t subject to the recommendation of t~e Zoning Commission, wHc 1-- sj...all hold a pub I ic. hearil"lg on eac r, request after g i v l "'g fifteen :15) days l"lOtice of the time and place of SlJC~ rearing.
T~e recommendation oft~ e Zoni,g Commission s~all be fo ·,warded to t~e
Board of Coun!y Comm i ssioners fo r final action .

4.2

Public t rar'lspo ~· tatio, term;nals, includir'lg commercial bus, railroad, air,
and water facilities, s~all be perm itted ir'l any 11 B 11 and 11 M" districts, pro·.,.ided that sue~ applicat ior'l is r ecommended by H··e Zor"~ing Commiss ion,
whch s~all hold a pubiic headng after gi.ving fifteen '~IS) days notice of
d-e time and place of s"'c~ hea .. ing . The r ecommendation of t~e Zoning
Commission shall be fo . wo ··ded to the Board of Coun ty Commiss1oners for
final action.

Section
5,
Lot and Building Reql. !r ements ,
All uses permitted in acco '" donce with
this Article shall meet the lo! and building ?·equi ..ements of the district in wrich they are
loca"ed unless it is determined b-y t r.e Zon i ng Commission that suer lot and build ing requirements would r'Ot permit the best use of land and would not provide t~e best return of ·
the pub I ic investment or the best pub I ic in·re · ·est.
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ARTICLE

XIII

ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

,.
Section 1 ,
Administration. The Board of County Commissioners shall designate one
\1) or· more persons to administer and enforce the provisions of these Zoning Regulations.
Sue h designated person or persons shall be known as the Secretary to the Zoning Commission and/or Zoning Administrator.

· ~:\ ------

Section 2 .
Application. No building, or structure, or part thereof, shall hereafter
·be-e;ec;ecr,--const:-ucted, re-constructed, or altered, and no existing use, new use, or
change of use of any building, structure, or land, or part thereof shall be made or continued except in conformity with the provisions of this Resolution.
Section 3 .
Enforcement.
Upon receipt of information by the Zoning Administrator
that any or~e provisions of this Resolution are being violated, the Zoning Administrator
shali notify in writing the persons responsible for such violation indicating the provisions
or regulations being violated, and shall specify the necessary steps · to abate such violations.
The Board . of County Commissioners shall have the power to order the discontinuance of the
use of any land, water, or building, the removal of any building, addition, or other structure, the discontinuance o f
y work being done, or any other act in violation of this Resolution ,
Sec.!ion 4.
Remedies. In addition to other remedies, the Board of County Commissioners
may institute ony appropriate action or procedure to bring about compliance with any of the
provisions of this Resolution.
Section 5.
Building Permits.
Following the adoption and effective date of this Resolution, no bu lldi ng shall be constructed, reconstructed, altered or extended, unless a Bu i Iding Permit has been issued indicating that such use is in compliance with the provisions and
regulations of this Resolution. No Bui Iding Permit issued hereunder shall be valid unti I such
time as it has been submitted to and approved by the Alachua County Health Department.
The Zoning Commission may require that anyapplication for a Building Permit made in conformance with this Resolution be accompanied by plans drawn to scale, showing the actual
dimensions, radii and angles of the lot to be built upon, the exact size and location on the
lot of the building and accessory buildings to be erected and such other information as may
be necessary to determine and provide for the enforcement of this Resolution. No permit shall
be required for interior alterations in connection with industrial operations where such alterat ions are routine in nature.

I.
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Section 6.
Special Permits. Special permits shall be required for the following uses:
mines;borrow pits, land fills, mobile home sales conducted outside of an approved N~o
bile Home Park, and any other special or unusual uses of a temporary or permanent nature .
not otherwise specifically referred to or provided for in these Regulations. App liction for
special permits shall be m:ade to the Zoning Commission which shall hold a public hearing·
after giving fifteen (1~) days notice of the time and place of such hearing. After the public
hearing, the Zoning Commission shall forward its recommendation to the Board of County
Commissioners for their action. The Zoning Commission may recommend and the Board of
County Commissioners may require such provisions and condit_ions for each Special Permit
as may be deemed in the public interest.
Section 7.
. Interpretation of Uses Permitted. In the administration and enforcement of
.~hese Regulations, all use~ not expressly permitted ore hereby prohibited •

..

·section 8.
Violations and Penalties. Any person who violates any of the provisions of
this Resolution shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subiect to fine and im.prisonment as provided by law.

. :·

.

Section 9.
Permitted Time Limits.
Where the Zoning Commission, Board of Adfustment, or Board of County ·commissioners, have given or granted on approval of o Building
Permit, or Special Permit, pursuant to the provisions of this Resolution, such approval, grant,
·or permit pursuant thereto shall become null and void unless work thereon is substantially underway within sixty (60) days after th~ effective date of the issuance of such Building Permit
or Special Permit.

•.

' .; .
\-' : '

.

:.

Section 10.
Appeals.
Any person aggrieved by an administrative decision of the Secretary of the Zoning Commission or the Zoning Administrator may have the matter reviewed
by the Zoning Commission at any regular or special meeting, whose recommendation shall be
made to the Boord of County Commissioners and the action of the Board of County Commis·sioners shall be final.

~

Section 11.
Amendments.
The Board of County Commissioners may, from time to time,
with or without recommendation of the Zoning Commission, and after a public hearing as required by law, amend, supplement, change··or repeal any regulation, restriction, zone or dis.•. trict herein or subsequently established, except as provided by State law. An amendment to
these Regulations or a change in the zoning classification of any parcel of land may be initio·. ..ted by the preparation and submission of a rezoning request to the Board of County Commissioners by the property owner or his duly authorized agent. All proposals for re-classification of
zone or change of regulations or restrictions shall be submitted to the Zoning Commission for
consideration and their reco~mendations considered before a final hearing is held there-on.
·. :
Any request for the re~oning of designated parcel or parcels of land which is denied by the
Boord of County Commissioners in their final action on such request, .shall not be resubmitted
.. until at least one {l) year after the date of final action on the initial request by the Soan:! of
County Commission~rs.
·
·
·
·
·
' •.

•

•
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ARTICLE

XIV

LEGAL STATUS PROVISIONS

,.
Section 1.
Savings Clause.
Should any Article, Section, subsection, prov1s1on, or
CTO"USe of this Resoluf'1on be declared by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutior
al or invalid for any reason whatsoever, the same shall not affect the validity of the Resolution
as a whole or any part thereof other than the part judicially determined to be invalid.
Section 2.
l11t-erpretation. The Regulations set forth i~ this Resolution shall be considere
to be minimum requirements, for the purpose of promoting the general public health, safety,
arnd welfare of t·he people of Alachua County, Florida.
Section 3 . CoPflict With Other Legal Documents.
Where other laws, resolutions, or privet
'restric.tiv~· co~~~a~ts in recorded deeds or any other legally binding agreements impose greater
restrictions and limitations than those provided herein, these Regulations shall not nullify or
otherwise affect suc.h other laws, resolutions, or private restrictive covenants in recorded deeds
or an.t other legally binding agreements. The governmEnt of Alachua County shall not be responsible for enforcing any laws, resolutions, or private restrictive covenants except such other
laws and resolutions as may be solely the responsibility of Alachua County for enforcement.
Section 4.
Repeal. All resolutions or amendments thereto in conflict with these Zoning
Regulations are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.
Section 5.
Effective Date.
This Resolution shall take effect when adopted by the
Board of County Commissioners as provided by law.
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ALACHUA COUNTY ZONING LAW
Chapt·er 2437'1, Spec Ia I Act$ of 1947, as amended by Chapter 28872, Special Acts of 1953
AN ACT

to empower the Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County to Regulate and
Rest·rict Within Territory of Said County Not Included in any Municipality, the
Height, Number of Stories and Size of Buildings and Other Structures on Land and
Water, t·he Percentage of Lot That May be Occupied, the Size of Yards, Courts
and Other Open Spaces, the Density of Population, the Use of Land for Junk Yard
and Automobile Trailer Camps, Location and Use of Building Structures and Land
for Trade, Industry, Residence or Other Specific Use of the Premises, and to Estab·
lish Setback Building Lines; Providing for the Division of Such County into District
and Within Such Districts to Regulate and Restrict the Erection and Construction,
Alteration, Repair or Use of Buildings; Providing for a Method of Procedure; Providing for the Appointment of a Zoning Commission and a Board of Adjustment; Pro·
viding for Remedies and Penalties for the Violation of this Act or of any Order or
Resolution Made Under Authority Conferred Hereby and Conferring Upon the Board
of County Commissioners of Alachua County the Power to Prescfibe and Enforce
Regulations to Effectuate the Purposes of this Act.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Sect·ion 1.
GRANT OF POWER. For the purpose of promoting health, safety, morals, or the general welfare of the community, the Board of County Commissioners of
Alachua Cou11ty is hereby empowered within territory in such county not included in any municipality, to regulate and restrict the height, number of stories and size of buildings and
other structures on land and water, the percentage of lot or lots that may be occupied, the
size of yards, cou rts, and other open spaces, the density of population, the use of land for
junk ya rds and au tomobile trailer camps, and the location and use of buildings, structures
and land for trade, industry, residence, recreation or other purposes, and to establish setback building lines, regulate and restrict the erection, construction, re-construction, alteration, repair or use of buildings, structures or land on all lands abutting highways and thoroughfares within Alachua County.
Section 2.
DISTRICTS. For any and all said purposes the Board of County
Commissioners ot' Alachua County may divide the territory in such county, not included in
any municipality, into districts of such number, shape and area as may be deemed best suited
to carry out the purposes of this Act and within any such district or districts it may regulate
and rest rict the erection, construction, re-construction, alteration, repair or use of buildings
and struc t ures on land and water. All such regulations shall be uniform for each class or kind
of building t·hroughout each district but the regulations in one district may differ from those in
other districts .

1 -A

(

Sect-ion 3 .
PlJRPOSES ~N VIEW.
Such tegulations shall be made in accordance
with a (o,.,p ~·ehensive Plan and designed to lesses congestion in the highways; to secure
safety from tire, ponlc. , and other donge ···~ to promote health and generol welfare; t·o provide adequate ligrt a"d a i:·. to p t event t·he ove'c·owding of land and water; to avoid undue concentration of population, to facilitate the adequate provision of transport-ation,
water, sewe,oge, ~chools, pa,·ks and other public requirements . Suc.h tegulation shall be
made wit·h a reasonable consideration, among other things, to the character of the district
and its pec.ulrot suitability for its particula ·,. uses, and with a view of conserving the value
of building~ and encour-aging the most approp late use of land and water throughout the said
county- .
Section 4 ,
MElHOD OF PROCEDURE ,
lhe Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County sball pro •vide fo l the manner in which such regulations and restrictions and the
boundat·ies of suc.h d i stricts shall be determined, established and enforced, and from time
to time amended , supplemented, Or' changed , However, no such regulation, restriction or
boundary sball become effec-tive until after a public hearing in relationt·hereto, at which
par1les in interest and citizens shall ha,e an oppottunity to be heard . At least fifteen (15)
days notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be published in a paper of general
circulation in Alachua County .
Sectron 5
CHANGES .
Such regulatioms 6 restrictions and boundaries may from time
to fime be omendedy supplemented, changed, modified o r repealed , In case 1 r.owevet, of a
protest against ary such proposed change,. signed by the owners of fo r ty ~40) percent o r more
either· of i he ar"ea of the lots included in sue h proposed change or of those immediately adjacent in the ~ ear ther·eof e_)<_t·ending two hundred ten (210) feet therefrom, or· of those directly
opposite thereto , e~. tending two hundred ten {210) feet from the st reet frontage of such opposite lot's , suc·h amendment·s shall not become effective except by the favo rable vote of
three fihhs 1)/5) or· a majority of all the members of the Board of County CoiT'miss ioners of
Alachua Cou!1ty p ~· esent at such meeting. The provisions of Sect·ion 4 hereof relative to public hearings and official notices shall apply equally to all changes or amendments.
Section 6 .
ZON i NG COMM ISS ON ,
1!1 order t o avail itself of the powers conferred
by this Aci·; the Boa rd of County Commissioners of Alachua County shall appoint a commission
to be composed of five '5) members to be known as the Zoning Commission, to recommend the
boundaries of the various or igina I districts and appropriate regulations to be enforced therein.
The Zoning Commis~ l on shall make a prelimina r y report and hold pub I ic hearings thereon befOre submitt i ng its f1nol r·eport and the Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County shall
not hold i ts public. hearings or take action until it has received the final report of the Zoning
Commission . The members of the Zoning Commission shall serve without compensation.
No
Zoning Commissioner shall hold a posi•ion on any other Zoning Boa rd or Zoning Commission
of any municipality.
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No Building Permit shall be issued which shall authorize any violation of the regulations
of the Zon i ng Commission or authorize the construct ion, revision or repair of any structure
which would not conform wit·h the officially adopted county zoning plan or regulations
thereto pertain i ng as adopted by resolution of the Board of County Commissioners of Alachua
County, Flondo .
Section 7 .
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT.
The Board of County CommissionerS of Alachua County may provide for the appointment of a Board of Adjustment and in the regulations
and restrict I on:, adopted pursuant to the authority of this Act may provide that the Board of
Adjustment may, in appropriate cases and subject to appropriate conditions and safeguards,
make special exceptions to the terms of any order or resolution in harmony with the general
purpose and intent and in accordance with the general or specific rules therein contained.
The member~ of sue~ Boord of Adjustment shall serve without compensation.
Such Board of Adjustment shall consist of five (5) members each to be appointed by the
Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County for a term of five (5) years except the
first members who shall serve one, two, three, four and five years respectively. The members
of the Board of Adjustment shall be remo vable for
cause by the Board of County Commissioners of Alae hua Coun ty upon written charges and after pub I ic hearing . Vacancies shall
be filled fo r the une.x.pir·ed term of any member whose term becomes vacant. The Zoning Commission may be des i gnated by the Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County to serve
as the Board of Adj us1 ment.
lh e Board of Adjustment shall adopt rules in accordance with the provisions of any order or
resolution adopted pursuant to this AcL Meetings of the Board of Adjustment shall be held
af' th e call of the (~airman and at such other times as the Board of Adjustment moy determine , The Chairman, or in his absence the Acting Chairman, may administer oaths and compel
t·he attendance of witnesses. All meetings of f'he Board of Adjustment shall be open to thepublic . The Board of Adjustment· shall keep minutes of its proceedings showing the vote of each
member upon each question or if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact and shall keep.
records of it·s examinat ions and other official actions, all of which shall be immediately filed
in the office of the Boa rd of County Commissioners of Alachua County and shall be a pub I ic
r ecord .
fhe Boa d of Adjustment shall have the following powers :

(I)

1o hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order,
requirement, decision o r det ermination made by an administrative official~he enforcement
of this Act or by any orde r or resolution adopted pursuant thereto.
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(2)
To hear a11d decide such exceptions to the terms of the order or resolution which sue~. Boo:-d of Adjustment is required to pass under such order or resolution.

(

(3)
To authorize upon appeal in spec.if!c cases such variance from the terms
of order or 1 esolut i o~ as will not be con!~ary to the public interest, where, owing to special
conditions, a li t eral enf-o rcement of t!-.e provisions of the ordero r resolution will result in
unnecessary ~a •ds~ i p, and so thot 4 ~e sp i :-1 t of t ~e o rder o .. -eso I uri on sha II be observed and
sub~tontial just i ce done ,
In exerc is!11g d-.e above mentioned power~, t~e Boord of Adjustment may,
formit_y wi'"~ rhe pr-o ·.; ;:)ions of this Act, re ·.- erse or affi:-m, wholly or partly, or may
the orde :--! ··esolutioll ,- ;equirement! decis i on or determination as oug~t to be made
tha 1 e!"''d s~· oi I ~- o '. e t~e powers of t he officer or the Boord from whom the appeal is

in conmodify
and to
taken.

The conc-v·.. ,r.g v o ~ e of d·.-ee {3) members of t~.e Boord of Adjustment shall be necessary to reve rse OilY o ;-der, requirement, dec i sion or determination of any administrative official or boo ;-d to decide in fa-vor of t~: e opplicoll1 on any matter upon which it is required to
pass under sue ~: order o r r esolut i on, o:- to effec t- Oily var iation in such order or resolution.
Ar"!.y perso11 o r persons, jointly or severally, aggrieved by any decision of the Board
of Adjustment, or or:'/ t ax.payer or any officer, department, board or bureau of Alachua County, moy 1 wl~"-.in ! H P'ty (30) days after H-:e fi I !ng of any dec is ion 1 in the office of the Board of
Adjustment 1 but not t~ereafter 1 apply to the courts for rei ief.
8,
FEES.
T~e Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County is hereby
aut~orized to fix by resolution the fees to be crorged for issuing building and other permits
required unde:- the zon i ng regulations adopted pursuant to this Act.
Section

Section 9 ,
ADMiNISTRATION ,
The Boord of County Commissioners of Alachua County
is hereby oud·.or i zed and empowered to designate such employee or employees of said Board
as such Boa t'd may· determine to enforce +he provisions of this Act and any order or resolution
made under the au tro:·ity hereof ,
Section 10 ,
REMEDIES ,
l11 case any building or st~· ucture is erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired, co11verted or maintained, or any building, structure, land or
water is used in viola1 ion of this Act or of any order or resolution or other regulation made
under the authority conferred hereby, the proper local authorities of Alachua County, in addition to ot her remed i es i may institute a~y appropriate action or proceedings to prevent such
unlawful erec.:~io11, construction, re-construction, alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance
or use to restt"air 1 correct or abate such viola ti on, to prevent the occupancy of said building,
structure or land or water to prevent any illegal act, conduct, business or use in or about such
premises ,
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Section 11.
SAVINGS CLAUSE. If any section, pa rt of section, paragraph or clause
of this Act shall be held to be unconstitutional or void, the iemaining provisions of this Act
sha II nevertheless remain in fu II force and effect.
Section 12.
The Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County is hereby authorized to appropriate and pay out of the General Fund of such county annually a sum not to
exceed Ten Thousand ($10,000) Dollars for the purpose of defraying the expense of zoning
Alachua County or any part thereof not included within any municipality, and for adminstering the provisions of this Act.
Section 13.
PENALTIES. Any person, firm, partnership or corporation violating any
of the provisions of this Act or who shall fail to abide by and obey all orders and resolutions
promulgated as herein provided for shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by fine not exceeding 0!1e hundred ($100) dollars.
Section 14.
This Act shall take effect immediately upon its passage and approval by the
Governor or upon its becoming a law without such approval ,
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ALACHUA COUNTY PLAT LAW
(As adopted and amended by the 1959, 1961, 1967, and 1969 Legislatures)
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA:

Section 1.
The word 11 plat 11 when used as a noun in the context hereof, shall be
deemed to mean a map depicting the devision or subdivision of lands into lots, blocks, parcels,
tracts or other portions thereof, however the same may be designated.
Section 2.
As used in this'chapter, subdivide means to divide land by conveyance
or improvement into lots, blocks, parcels, tracts, or other portions.
Section 3.
Whenever any land in Alachua County is subdivided in lots, blocks,
parcels, tracts or other portions, so as to comprise three (3) or more port ions of five (5) acres
or less in size, exclusive of easements for roads or streets, a building permit for the construction of a residence upon such lots, blocks, parcels, tra: ts or other portions, shall not be issued until a plat of such portions is recorded in the public records of Alachua County.
Section 4.
Whenever any land in Alachua County, comprising five (5) acres or
more is subdivided into lots, blocks, parcels, tracts or other portions of which any one comprises five (5) acres or Iess in size, exc Ius i ve of easements for roads and streets, and such subdivisions provide for the establishment or extension of streets, alleys, or some other means of
ingress and egress, a building permit for the construction of a residence upon such lots, blocks,
parcels, tracts or other portions, shall not be issued unti I a plat is recorded in the pub I ic records of Alachua County.
Section 5.
Whenever the plat of any land has been recorded in the pub) ic records
of Alachua County, and is re-subdivided into lots, blocks, parcels, tracts or other portions, so
any of the same shall comprise five (5) acres or less in size, exclusive of easements for roads
and streets, a building permi_t for the construction of a residence upon such lots, blocks, parcels, tracts or other portions shall not be issued until a plat thereof shall be recorded in the
pub I ic records of Alachua County.
Section . 6.
The Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County, as ·a prerequisite to its approval of plats, is hereby authorized and empowered to prescribe the width of
roads, streets, alleys, and other thoroughfares, and setbacks therefrom; adequate provisions
for drainage of such subdivisions or lands; the coinciding with drains, streets, alleys and
drainage facilities existing in adjacent subdivisions or as may be required by the county as
shall be determined from time to time by the Board of County Commissioners; prescribe the
width and depth of lots or other units, all as a prerequisite to the approval of any such plat
on any and all plats of land lying outside any municipality in Alachua County.
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Section 7.
The Board of County Commissioners of Alachua Cow!"'ty is ~. ereby
authorized and empowered to name or number any a!"ld all roads! stree's, alleys ond ot~_ er
thoroughfares other than state roads lyi!"'goutside any municlpali•y in Alacl-_ua Coun•y a~"'~d
to change the names and numbers thereof.
Section 8.
The governing body of eac~ municipality in Alacl--_uo Coul"'ty shall
have full and complete authority to regulate and prescribe d·:e widtr· and dept~ of iots O '
other units; the width of streets _
, alleys, roads or other thorougb.fares~ adequo•e p ··ovisions
for the drainage of such subdivisions or lands; tl:e coinciding with d,.ai11s , stree•s. alleys
and drainage facilities existing in adjacen•· subdivisions or required by d·~e cou11ty pio~"'~ fo,
the same, as shall be determined from time to time by tre Board of Cou~"'~ty Commissioners,
the setbacks required from any public ways, all as prerequisite to the app:o ..-ol of any sue"'~
plat on any and all plats of land lying within the limits of any municipality ~ ~ AlacJ•wo
County.
·
Section 9.
No plat of land lying outside •he limits of any if!corporated rnu~"'~;C ipality in Alachua County shall be recorded either as an i11dependent inst rument o· by at- .
tachment to another instrument entitled to record unless and until it sJ...oll firs• be approved
by the Board of County Commissioners of Alachua County 1 and if sue~ lands I ie w i d~ in ony
incorporated municipality, by the governing body of such municipality . Sue~ approval shall
not be construed to require the Board of Cou11ty Commissioners nor the go"e ··niflg body of the
city or town to construct or maintain the roads, streets, alleys or other rights-of-11\loy which
may be shown on the plat.
Section

10.

No plat shall be recorded hereafter unless it shall s~ovv· t~e followi11g :

(1)
The approval of the Board of County Commissio11ers of Alac~ua Cou11'Y 1 o ·~ , i f
the lands I i e within the I i m its of any incorporated city or town, the approval of ti-e go"·erning body of the city or town.
(2) The approval of the prq:>er zoning authorit i es, if zoning ordinances o · regulat-ions
affecting the use of the land involved are then in effect .
(3) The widths of all roads, streets, alleys and other rights-of-way, ~owe.~e'· designated, shown thereon.
(4)

Such other requirements as may be provided by law -

Section 11.
No plat of lands outside of t~e l!mitsof the limits of a11y incorporated
city or town shall be recorded hereafter unless it shall srow ~
(1) Extension, continuations and dedications along the same courses, of e)Cisting
streets, alleys and other rights-of-way, however designated, which when projected would
cross the platted lands, when required by the Board of County Commissioners.
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(

(2) A dedication to the public by the owners of lands involved, of all roads,
streets, alleys and other rights-of-way, however designated, shown on the plat, for perpetual use of pub I ic road and street purposes and other purposes incidental thereto. The effect of the dedication shall be to vest in the public body having control and jurisdiction of
the roads, streets, alleys and other rights-of-way, and its successors, full, complete and
exclusive possession and control of the same and of all installations therein for the full width
thereof as shown on the plat. It is specifically provided, however, that such owner or owners may, as an appurtenance to the lands and not for themselves individually, reserve thereversion or reversions thereof when the roads, streets, alleys, and other rights-of-way shall
be discontinued by law.
Section 12.
No plat of lands subject to periodic or frequent flooding lying outside
of the limits of an incorporated .city or town shall be approved except in those cases where
such protective restrictions as may be required by the Board of County Commissioners are
provided and are referred to on the plat.
Section 13.
No plat of lands outside of the limits of an incorporated city or town
shall be approved unless (1) the person, firm or corporation seeking the approval of the plat
shall submit to the Board of County Commissioners in such form as the Board of County Commissioners shall require the proposed finish grades of all roads, street, alleys and other rightsof-way, however designated, anrl the proposed elevations of the several port ions of the lands
depicted on the plat and the proposed facilities for street and land drainage and furnish tothe
Board of County Commissioners a good and sufficient bond conditioned upon the completion
of the drainage facilities and the grading and filling of the lands and all roads, streets, alleys
and other rights-of-way shown on the plat, however designated, to the elevations and finish
grades as proposed, within such time or times as may be required by the Board of County Commissioners and the erection of permanent markers identifying the roads, streets, and alleys by
name and block number at such places and in such manner as the Board of County Commissioners
shall prescribe, and (2) the Board of County Commissioners shall approve the proposed grades
and elevations, drainage facilities and bond. The Board of County Commissioners may waive
any part or all of the section by express provision in the resolution approving the plat.
Section 14.
Before any plat shall be recorded, all payable taxes on the land shall
be paid, all tax sales against the land shall be redeemed and sufficient assurance shall be made
to the Board of County Commissioners that the taxes against the land for the current year will
be made.
Section 15.
Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to prevent a replotting of
platted lands and the recording of a plat thereof, if the same be accomplished in accordance
with this law.
Section 16. The Board of County Commissioners and the governing body of each incorporated city and town are authorized and empowered to adopt rules and regulations to fully
effectuate the provisions and purposes of this act.
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Section 17.
Nothing herein contained shall be construed to limit or curtail the
powers conferred upon the governing body of any incorporated city or town or, upon any
duly constituted zan ing authority.
Section 18.
If any portion of this act shall be declared unconstitutional, or if
the applicability of this act or any portion thereof to any person or circumstances shall be
held invalid, the validity of the remainder of this Act and the applicability of this Act or
of such portion thereof to other persons and circumstances shall not be affected thereby.
Section 19.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

Section 20.

This Act shall take effect on June 1, 1960.

/
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